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Introduction i 

Introduction 
How often have you thought “I wish I’d said that”, over something that you’d 
heard or read? There was beauty in the words, or innate wisdom, or simply a 
witty observation on life. And how often have you had a chuckle over words 
that simply didn’t come out the way they were intended? 

Well, I’ve been collecting words like that for about forty years now. I have 
sorted them, “as you do”, under the headings of Wisdom, Wit and Whimsy. 
There is often, however, wit to be found in the wisdom, wisdom in the wit 
and all manner of things, including unintended profundity, in the whimsy. I 
offer this collection now to you, dear reader, for your “delectation and 
amusement”. 

You will find the ‘classic’ quote-makers here, such as Mark Twain and 
Groucho Marx. But I hope you will also share my joy at the quotes that I 
have found in the most unlikely places, such as in foreign language movies. 
My collection is, you will find, devoid of quotes that are merely clever. There 
is nothing from a Gump chocolate box here. The quotes I have brought 
together needed substance to ‘make the cut’. 

It seems that the source of the best quotes is often politics, sport, TV, movies 
and the press. I think that says something about the general influences in 
our life. Since this is my own selection, it will also reflect a love of Zen, sport 
and the beat authors. I hope you like it. 

Digney Snaders 2006 
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Wisdom  1 

“I want to see how I look in the mirror with my eyes closed.” 
 Richter. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“A bird's weight can break the infant tree 
Which after holds the aery in his arms.” 

Robert Browning. 
 

-------------õ------------- 
 

“As long as there is life there will be differentiation, values, hierarchies. Life 
is always making pyramidal structures, in every realm. If you're at the 
bottom you stress the sameness of things; if you're at the top, or near it, you 
become aware of the difference between things.” 
 Book, Sexus, Henry Miller. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“There are no great men - only great challenges that ordinary men are 
forced, by circumstances, to meet.” 
 The Gallant Hours, (a film about Admiral Halsey). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Humanity, tolerance, justice begin with the animal; and when they do not 
begin with the animal there in truth they do not exist.” 
 Herbert Wendt. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
 “I find that the harder I work, the luckier I get.” 
 Keith Williams, entrepreneur, when told he was lucky, from book 

Stump Jumpers. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“It's a great thing to do what's necessary, before it becomes essential and 
unavoidable.” 
 Book, The Third Policeman, Flann O'Brien. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“If it is to be, it is up to ME.” 
 Book, 620,000 Is All You've Got, Ray Prince. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wisdom  2 

 “Catch! then, O catch, the transient hour; 
Improve each moment as it flies; 

Life's a short summer - man a flower - 
He dies - alas! how soon he dies.” 

Dr. S. (B?) Johnson. 
 

-------------õ------------- 
 

“There is no place to seek the mind: it is like the footprints of birds in the 
sky.” 

Zenrin.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“The seat of the soul is where the inner world and the outer world touch 
each other. For nobody knows himself, if he is only himself and not also 
another one at the same time.” 
 Novalius(?). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
 “Laughter: the cipher-key wherewith we decipher the whole man.” 
 Carlyle. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Dost thou love life? Then do not squander time; for that's the stuff life's 
made of.” 
 Benjamin Franklin. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Oh, come with old Khayyam, and leave the Wise 

To talk; one thing is certain, that Life flies; 
One thing is certain, and the Rest is Lies; 

The Flower that once has blown for ever dies. 
The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Ever note, Lucilius, 

When love begins to sicken and decay, 
It useth an enforced ceremony. 

There are no tricks in plain and simple faith.” 
Julius Caesar, Shakespeare. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wisdom  3 

Time is Mother Nature's way of preventing everything from happening at 
once. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“He that isn't growing up is growing down. Such a man might end his life, 
not as a ripened human being, but as an aged foetus.” 
 Aldous Huxley. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Power always corrupts. Absolute power corrupts absolutely. All great men 
are bad.” 
 Lord Acton. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Real love is never perplexed, never qualifies, never rejects, never demands. 
It replenishes by grace of restoring unlimited circulation. It burns because it 
knows the true meaning of sacrifice. It is life illumined.” 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Failure is simply an opportunity to start again more intelligently.” 
 Henry Ford. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Normality is the paradise of escapologists, for it is a fixation concept, pure 
and simple. It is better, if we can, to stand alone and to feel quite normal 
about our abnormality, doing nothing whatever about it, except what needs 
to be done in order to be oneself.” 
 Book, Best of Henry Miller. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“If a little knowledge is dangerous, where is the man who has so much as to 
be out of danger?” 
 Aldous Huxley. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Life is not a problem. If it were, then it would have a solution and there is 
no solution to life.” 
 Paul Schrader, film producer. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wisdom  4 

“In the valley of the blind the one-eyed man is king.” 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Yes, I know where I spring from! Unsated like the flame I grow and consume 
myself. Everything I grasp turns to light, everything I leave to cinder, flame 
is certainly what I am.” 
 Book, Ecce Homo, Neitzsche. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Luck is where opportunity meets preparation. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Facts are ventriloquist's dummies. Sitting on a wise man's knee, they may 
be made to utter words of wisdom; elsewhere, they say nothing, or talk 
nonsense, or indulge in sheer diabolism.” 
 Aldous Huxley. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Innocence is the knowledge that you can do something and experience is 
the knowledge that you can't.” 
 Book, Billion Dollar Brain, p. 196, Len Deighton. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We've been brainwashed. Everything good is supposed to be white. We look 
at Jesus, and we see a white with blond hair and blue eyes. We look at all 
the angels; we see white with blond hair and blue eyes. Now, I'm sure 
there's a heaven in the sky and coloured folks die and go to heaven. Where 
are the coloured angels? They must be in the kitchen preparing milk and 
honey." 
 Muhammad Ali in book Muhammad Ali - His Life and Times, by 

Thomas Hauser. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
 “Truth is within ourselves; it takes no rise 

From outward things, whate'er you may believe. 
There is an inmost centre in us all, 

Where truth abides in fullness.” 
R. Browning. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “But thought's the slave of life, and life's time's fool, 
And time, that takes survey of all the world 

Must have a stop.” 
Shakespeare. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Imagination is more important than knowledge." 
 Albert Einstein, displaying an uncommon mixture of intelligence and 

wisdom. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Death may be beautiful, dying is not.” 
 Bridge to the Sun (movie). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We do not see things as they are. We see things as we are." 
 H Jackson Brown Sr, quoted in A Father's Book of Wisdom, H Jackson 

Brown Jr. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“This above all: to thine own self be true . . . thou cans't not then be false to 
any man.” 
 Polonius, in Hamlet.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Gosh it was fun, absolute joy. And that was the whole key to Muhammad; 
when you have fun you can excel." 
 Angelo Dundee, about Muhammad Ali, in book Muhammad Ali - His 

Life and Times, by Thomas Hauser. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Whatever you vividly imagine, sincerely believe, and enthusiastically act 
upon . . . must inevitably come to pass.” 
 Paul J Myer, founder of SMI (Success Motivation Institute). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Justice must not only be done, but be seen to be done.” 
 Lord Justice Hewitt. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “To accomplish any act of any worth a man must submit himself to a higher 
authority, must submit completely and with awful humility, casting aside all 
the goods of this earth except those which assist him in the act of perfect 
submission.” 
 Book, The Gold of Troy. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“I remember the day I realised I must look within and not without for my 
own motivation; that was the day I was set free.” 
 Rosemary Moore in the book about Australian achievers called The 

Stump Jumpers. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Trifles make perfection; perfection is no trifle.” 
 Keith Williams in book The Stump Jumpers. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“All of life is 6 to 5 against.” 
 Damon Runyon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Teach people how to fish and you feed them for life. Give them a fish and 
you feed them for one day.” 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The unnatural - that too is natural." 
 From The Penguin Book of Jokes From Cyberspace, Phillip Adams & 

Patrice Newell. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“To argue with a woman is to throw stones at the sea.” 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“There are no rights, unless there is the right to be wrong.” 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “Expectancy is the greatest impediment to living: in anticipation of 
tomorrow it loses today.” 
 Seneca, on Time. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“The way to succeed is to double your failure rate.” 
 Thomas J Watson, the founding father of IBM. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Myself when young did eagerly frequent 

Doctor and Saint, and heard great Argument 
About it and about; but evermore 

Came out by the same Door as in I went. 
The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“I speak not, yet if you hear me not of what avail am I to you?” 
 Walt Whitman. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Problems are opportunities to choose between solutions.” 
 Robert Townsend in The Stump Jumpers. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“All Cretans are liars.” 
 Epimenides the Cretan. Think about it! 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“A weed is a plant whose virtues have not been discovered.” 
 Ralph Waldo Emerson. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
". . . pompous fools drive me up the wall. Ordinary fools are all right; you can 
talk to them, and try to help them out. But pompous fools - guys who are 
fools and are covering it all over and impressing people as to how wonderful 
they are with all this hocus pocus - THAT I CANNOT STAND! An ordinary 
fool isn't a faker; an honest fool is all right. But a dishonest fool is terrible!" 
 Richard Feynman, in his book, Surely You're Joking Mr Feynman! 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “The shadow is very dark directly under the candle.” 
 

-------------õ------------- 
 

“Praise me not much, neither blame me, but let us go forward; for the night 
is far spent and the dawn is near.” 
 Odysseus, from the book lIiad. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Silence expresses the inexpressible.” 
 Digney Snaders, 11/62. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“We would have infinitely more if we wanted less.” 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“We trained hard - but it seems that every time we were beginning to form 
into teams, we would be reorganised. I was to learn later in life that we tend 
to meet any new situation by reorganising, and a wonderful method it can 
be for creating the illusion of progress while producing confusion, 
inefficiency and demoralisation.” 
 The Satyricon, Gaius Petronius, circa AD66. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“It is in learning to suffer without complaint, in learning to look on pain 
without repugnance, that you risk vertigo, and yet it is possible, yet you may 
even catch a glimpse of a vague likelihood that on the other side of life we 
shall see some good reason for the existence of pain, which seen from here 
sometimes so fills the whole horizon that it takes on the proportions of a 
hopeless deluge. We know very little about this, about its proportions, and it 
is better to look at a wheat field, even in the form of a picture . . . " 
 Van Gogh, letter to Theo, June 1889. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Healthy people do not neglect the unknown, or deny it, or run away from it, 
or try to make believe it is really known. (Some people) have a wonderful 
capacity to appreciate again and again, freshly and naively, the basic goods 
of life, with awe, pleasure, wonder, and even ecstasy. 
 A. H. Maslow, professor, Brandeis University, quoted by S. I. Hayakawa, 

Symbol, Status, and Personality, Harcourt, Brace & World, 1963. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “He who hunts for flowers will find flowers: and he who loves weeds will find 
weeds.” 
 Henry Ward Beecher. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Not to strive for posthumous fame, not to waste the things of the earth, not 
to be dazzled by laws and institutions, but to be serene with oneself and 
hold oneself ready to help others in need.” 
 Motsean (Mo-Ti) Philosophy. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I've learned that if you give a pig and a boy everything they want, you'll get 
a good pig and a bad boy. 
 From Live and Learn and Pass it On, H Jackson Brown Jr. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Never, never, never, never give up." 
 Winston Churchill. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The first thing to do in life is to do with purpose what one proposes to do." 
 Pablo Casals, 1961. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
" . . . the blowing of the wind preserves the sea from the foulness which 
would be the result of a prolonged calm.” 
 Hegel. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"America is a large, friendly dog in a very small room. Every time it wags its 
tail, it knocks over a chair." 
 Arnold Toynbee, news summaries, July 14, 1954. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"A complete life may be one ending in so full an identification with the not-
self that there is no self left to die." 
 Bernard Berenson, comment recalled in report of the connoisseur-

critic's death at 94, Time, October 19, 1959. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wisdom  10 

"Age is only a number, a cipher for the records. A man can't retire his 
experience. He must use it. Experience achieves more with less energy and 
time." 
 Bernard Baruch, on 85th birthday, news reports of August 20, 1955. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The greatest danger to human beings is their consciousness of the 
trivialities of their aims." 
 Gerald Brennan, novelist, A Holiday By The Sea, Farrar, Strauss, 1962. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The universe is a void in which there is a dreamhole. The dream disappears, 
the hole closes. It's the instant of going into or coming out of existence that 
is important . . . the sadness of birth and death, the sadness of changing 
from dream to dream, the constant farewell of forms    . . . saying ungoodby 
to what didn't exist." 
 Alan Ginsberg, in poem 'Laughing Gas', Kaddish and Other Poems, 

1958-1960. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Large, centralised organisations foster alienation like stagnant ponds breed 
algae." 
 Ricardo Semler in his management book Maverick. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If we don't pull the little man that society rejects up out of the mud, then 
we as a people are nothing." 
 Abdul Rahaman, in book Muhammad Ali - His Life and Times, by 

Thomas Hauser. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
 “Discipline is the art of the acceptance of the art of the negative.” 
 Book, Best of Henry Miller. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Man is the only animal that contemplates death, and also the only animal 
that shows any sign of doubt of its finality." 
 William Ernest Hocking, professor of philosophy, Harvard University, 

The Meaning of Immortality in Human Experience, Harper & Row, 1957. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wisdom  11 

"There is no necessary connection between the desire to lead and the ability 
to lead, and even less the ability to lead somewhere that will be to the 
advantage of the led." 
 Bergen Evans, writer and educator, The Spoor of Spooks and Other 

Nonsense, Knopf, 1954. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Old age isn't so bad when you consider the alternative." 
 Maurice Chevalier, at 72, New York Times, October 9, 1960. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He said that whether a man's life was writ in a book someplace or whether 
it took its form day by day was one and the same for it had but one reality 
and that was the living of it. He said that while it was true that men shape 
their own lives it was also true that they could have no shape other for what 
then would that shape be?" 
 Book, The Crossing, Cormac McCarthy.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Work expands so as to fill the time available for its completion. The thing to 
be done swells in importance and complexity in a direct ratio with the time 
to be spent." 
 C. Northcote Parkinson, Parkinson's Law and Other Studies in 

Administration, Houghton Mifflin, 1957. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Children are entitled to their otherness, as anyone is; and when we reach 
them, as we sometimes do, it is generally on a point of sheer delight, to us 
so astonishing, but to them so natural." 
 Alastair Reid, Places, Poems, Preoccupations, Atlantic-Little, Brown, 

1963. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"There are as many nights as days, and the one is just as long as the other 
in the year's course. Even a happy life cannot be without a measure of 
darkness, and the word 'happy' would lose its meaning if it were not 
balanced by sadness. It is far better to take things as they come along with 
patience and equanimity." 
 Dr. Carl Jung, on happiness, Newsweek, August 1, 1960. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wisdom  12 

"It's a funny thing about life; if you refuse to accept anything but the best, 
you very often get it." 
 Somerset Maugham. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Happiness doesn't come from doing what we like to do but from liking what 
we have to do." 
 Wilfred Peterson, The Art of Happiness, This Week, February 5, 1961 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Gentleness is a divine trait: nothing is so strong as gentleness, and nothing 
is so gentle as real strength." 
 Ralph W. Sockman, Methodist minister, New York Mirror, June 8, 

1952. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
 "Good people are good because they've come to wisdom through failure. We 
get very little wisdom from success, you know. Success makes a fool of you, 
but failure can come only from great effort. One who doesn't try cannot fail 
and become wise." 
 William Saroyan, New York Journal-American, August 23, 1961. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I can still see them, those poor, weak, frail, wasted women, pregnant year 
after year like so many automatic breeding machines . . .  Realizing that 
there was no one, no man on the scene, no doctor, no nurse, no social 
worker who would help them, I resolved that women should have some 
knowledge of contraception, that they should be rescued from their sex 
servitude. You ask me how I could face all the persecution, the martyrdom, 
the opposition. I'll tell you how. I knew I was right. It was as simple as that. I 
knew I was right." 
 Margaret Sanger, Parade, December 1, 1963. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"You gain strength, courage and confidence by every experience in which 
you really stop to look fear in the face. You are able to say to yourself, 'I lived 
through this horror. I can take the next thing that comes along.' . . .  You 
must do the thing you think you cannot do." 
 Eleanor Roosevelt, You Learn by Living, Harper & Row, 1960. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"When people are free to do as they please, they usually imitate each other." 
 Eric Hoffer, The Passionate State of Mind, Harper & Row, 1955. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
No one is fit to be trusted with power . . .  No one . . . Any man who has lived 
at all knows the follies and wickedness he's capable of. If he does not know 
it, he is not fit to govern others. And if he does know it, he knows also that 
neither he nor any man ought to be allowed to decide a single human fate. 
 C. P Snow, dialogue in The Light and the Dark, Scribner's, 1961. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I've learned that the person who says something can't be done is often 
interrupted by someone doing it. 
 From book Live and Learn and Pass it On, H Jackson Brown Jr. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The awareness of the ambiguity of one's highest achievements (as well as 
one's deepest failures) is a definite symptom of maturity." 
 Paul Tillich, theologian, address to the 40th anniversary dinner of Time 

(reported in their May 17, 1963, issue). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Vision is the art of seeing things invisible.” 
 Jonathan Swift. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"My father used to call God 'Shorty.' Do you know why? Because it's always 
the little short man who gets pushed around and overlooked, and maybe 
that same person is the one who's taking notes on you. Maybe God is a little 
short man." 
 Drew Brown Jr., son of Bundini Brown, in book Muhammad Ali - His 

Life and Times, by Thomas Hauser. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
With them the Seed of Wisdom did I sow, 

And with my own hand laboured it to grow; 
And this was all the Harvest that I reaped - 

I came like Water, and like Wind I go. 
The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"And I've always been a sports enthusiast. I read the sports pages first every 
morning, because I have a fifty-fifty chance of being right there. With the 
editorials and the front page, the odds aren't as good." 
 Former American President Gerald Ford, in book Muhammad Ali - His 

Life and Times, by Thomas Hauser. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Friendship, like gold, needs the acid test of adversity to determine its 
value." 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Do you remember all the things you told me you wanted as a child? 
Well, your list may have changed, but I'll bet it hasn't got any shorter. 
Perhaps you shouldn't be worried about that. 
Greed has always motivated men and women. It has motivated inventors to 
make better mousetraps, artists to create greater art and scientists to find 
cures for diseases and pathways to the moon. 
Just be sure to use your greed to good ends. Be greedy for knowledge. Be 
greedy for the kind of success that helps you, your family and your friends. 
Be greedy for love. 
Just don't be greedy in ways that hurt others. 
Remember, I'll always be the first to know if you've been bad or good. So be 
good for goodness sake." 
 Ad by Santa Claus for Greed (part of a series in Harpers magazine, 

when advertising agencies were asked to sell the seven deadly sins). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Life is a party one arrives at long after it's started and leaves long before it's 
over." 
 Robert Morley. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Life's a trip . . . then you get there." 
 Book, You'll Never Eat Lunch In This Town Again, Julia Phillips. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
 “Life is what happens while you're busy making other plans.” 
 John Lennon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"If a bird shits on you", he flicked imaginary shit off his shoulder, "next." 
 Book, You'll Never Eat Lunch In This Town Again, Julia Phillips, 

attributing statement to Joel Schumacher. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Any piece of knowledge I acquire today has a value at this moment exactly 
proportioned to my skill to deal with it. Tomorrow, when I know more, I 
recall that piece of knowledge and use it better." 
 Mark van Doren, Liberal Education, Holt, Reinhard & Winston, 1960. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"A kid is a guy I never write down to. He's interested in what I say if I make it 
interesting. He is also the last container of a sense of humour, which 
disappears as he gets older, and he laughs only according to the way the 
boss, society, politics, or race, want him to. Then he becomes an adult. And 
an adult is an obsolete child." 
 Theodore Geisel (Dr. Seuss), New York Mirror, May 18, 1958. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Don't let what you can't do interfere with what you can do." 
 John Wooden, quoted in book A Father's Book of Wisdom, H Jackson 

Brown Jr. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"A fool uses statistics like a drunk uses a lamp-post - for support rather than 
illumination." 
 Keith Stackpole, ABC Cricket, radio, 2/12/92. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"When you consider life itself as an option, you can do anything you want . . 
. you start to venture into the upper areas, push the threshold." 
 Christopher Darwin, of Tracey Taylor-Young, a "Social Climber", who 

later died in the Himalayas. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The opposite of a correct statement is a false statement, but the opposite of 
a profound truth may well be another profound truth." 
 From The Penguin Book of Jokes From Cyberspace, Phillip Adams & 

Patrice Newell. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"I gave what I had to give and I got what I deserved." 
 John Perceval, artist, 1992. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Waking up is one of the most beautiful things I come across." 
 Lionel Rose. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The reasonable man adapts himself to the world; the unreasonable one 
persists in trying to adapt the world to himself. Therefore all progress 
depends on the unreasonable man." 
 George Bernard Shaw 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Courage is grace under pressure." 
 Attributed to Hemingway by Robyn Davidson, in book From Alice to 

Ocean. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Death is something you never live to regret." 
 Great Australian eye surgeon and humanitarian Fred Hollows, final 

interview with Ray Martin, TV, 7/2/93. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"'She'll be right, mate', the closest thing to a Zen statement to come out of 
Australia." 
 Robyn Davidson, book From Alice to Ocean. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
 “You cannot teach what you do not know and you cannot lead where you 
will not go.” 
 Rosemary Moore in the book about Australian achievers called The 

Stump Jumpers. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Camel trips, as I suspected all along, and as I was about to have confirmed, 
do not begin or end, they merely change form." 
 Final lines, book From Alice to Ocean, Robyn Davidson. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"Do not live for the day. That would be materialistic. But treasure the day. 
Most of us live on the surface of the skin, without realising how wonderful it 
is simply to be alive." 
 Audrey Hepburn, who died 21 January 1993, aged 63. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
" . . . The character of human life, like the character of the human condition, 
like the character of all life, is 'ambiguity': the inseparable mixture of good 
and evil, the true and false, the creative and destructive forces - both 
individual and social." 
 Paul Tillich, theologian, address to the 40th anniversary dinner of Time 

(reported in their May 17, 1963, issue). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Avoid organisational rigor mortis. Change is inevitable and the organisation 
- and its people - must accommodate change." 
 Ross/Kami, book, Corporate Management in Crisis: Why the Mighty 

Fall. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Our thinking has created problems which cannot be solved by that same 
level of thinking." 
 Albert Einstein. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Fred was an electrician. He turned the lights on for a lot of people around 
the world." 
 Joe Slick, aboriginal friend of Fred Hollows, great Australian eye 

surgeon and humanitarian, at Fred's burial in Bourke, 17/2/93. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The ostrich that buries its head in the sand has a bigger problem than 
limited vision; its rear end is an enormous target." 
 Ricardo Semler in his management book Maverick. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Of course, you only live one life, and you make all your mistakes, and learn 
what not to do, and that's the end of you." 
 Richard Feynman, book Surely You're Joking Mr Feynman! 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"I've learned that there's no elevator to success. You have to take the stairs. 
 From book Live and Learn and Pass it On, H Jackson Brown Jr. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
 “One develops despite circumstances, not because of them.” 
 Book, Best of Henry Miller. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"- Tho you're not old now, that's left here with me - 

Myself, anyhow, maybe as old as the universe - and I guess 
that dies with us - enough to cancel all that comes - 

What came forever is gone every time -" 
Alan Ginsberg, on his mother's death, in poem 'Kaddish', in book Kaddish 

and Other Poems, 1958-1960 [see the Zen potency of the last line!] 
 

-------------õ------------- 
 

"Death is a letter that was never sent." 
 Alan Ginsberg, in poem 'Ignu', in book Kaddish and Other Poems, 

1958-1960. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
" . . . an enterprise can't maintain itself today just by repeating what it did 
yesterday, if it doesn't grow it dries up, it is like something living, when it 
stops growing it starts dying . . ." 
 E L Doctorow, book, Billy Bathgate. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Quality . . . you know what it is, yet you don't know what it is. But that's 
self contradictory. But some things are better than others, that is, they have 
more quality. But when you try to say what quality is, apart from things that 
have it, it all goes poof! There's nothing to talk about. But if you can't say 
what Quality is, how do you know what it is, or how do you know that it 
exists at all? If no-one knows what it is, then for all practical purposes it 
really doesn't exist at all. But for all practical purposes it really does exist. 
What else are the grades based on? Why else would people pay fortunes for 
some things which are better than others . . . but where's the betterness? . . 
. so round and round you go, spinning mental wheels and nowhere finding 
any place to get traction. What the hell is Quality? What is it?" 
 R M Pirsig, book, Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"If you tell the truth, you don't have to remember anything." 
 Mark Twain. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Success breeds conservatism, and that means a love affair with the status 
quo and an aversion to change." 
 Frank Popoff, CEO, Dow Chemical Company, The New York Times, 

22/11/87. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I think fame, like power, is a profound misunderstanding and distortion of 
what is good and desirable." 
 Ramsey Clark, in book Muhammad Ali - His Life and Times, by Thomas 

Hauser. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"There are as many paradises on earth as there are people." 
 Thor Heyerdahl, Now - A Moment on Earth, SBS TV, 10/6/93 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Mid pleasures and palaces 
though we may roam 
Be it ever so humble 
There's no place like home." 
 Extract from book Australian Household Companion - The Scented 

Victorian Garden. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Change is inevitable in a progressive society. Change is constant." 
 Benjamin Disraeli, 1867. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"'cause you put a cat in an oven, don't make it a biscuit!" 
 'Sidney' to 'Billy' in movie White Men Can't Jump. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Never trust a living soul and walk carefully around the dead." 
 Rodney Rude (Australian comedian) - his "theory on life". 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"It is only the wisest and most stupid who cannot change." 
 Confucius, ca. 500 BC. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If you want to make enemies, try to change something." 
 Woodrow Wilson, 1916. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I had been brought up by my father against royalty and pomp (he was in 
the uniform business, so he knew the difference between a man with a 
uniform on, and with the uniform off - it's the same man)." 
 Richard Feynman, book, Surely You're Joking Mr Feynman! 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"In a mad world, only the mad are sane." 
 From the Japanese movie Ran (Director Akira Kurosawa). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Then to the rolling Heav'n itself I cried, 

Asking, 'What Lamp had Destiny to guide 
Her little Children stumbling in the dark?' 

And - 'A blind understanding!' Heav'n replied. 
The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Art history interests artists like ornithology interests birds." 
 Who's Afraid of Red, Yellow, Blue?, German movie, SBS, 16/11/93. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"When you can appreciate the ordinary, you'll be a much better teacher." 
 Sean(?) Pickering, teacher who inspired the movie, Dead Poet's Society . 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The chief end of all men should be to make individual interest and the 
interest of the whole body politic identical. For if an individual appropriates 
selfishly what should be partial to the common good, it will destroy all 
human fellowship." 
 Cicero, De Officiis (1st Century AD) 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “If a dog laughs at you, don’t laugh back. If he sees your teeth, he’ll think 
you’ll bite.” 
 Koko Flanel, SBS movie, 4/1/94 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Life has its ups and downs, like the waves." 
"Forget the past. Live just like moving water." 
 Winter Araring, Korean movie, SBS, 27/10/93. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"There is no beginning and no end. That which does not come into being 
cannot die." 
"When the moon in my heart is under water, where does the master go?" 
 Why Has Bodhi-Dharma Left For The East? , Korean Movie, SBS, 

26/8/93.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Adults are just children who owe money.” 
 Peter’s Friends, movie. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Not to be burdened with material possessions, not to show off before 
people, not to be indifferent to others, and not to be critical of the masses, 
desiring that all men may live in peace and their lives be saved, the soul 
(sole?) aim being to see that all people are well provided for.” 
 Sung Hsing or Yin Wen Philosophy. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
 “No, there is nothing in it. No matter how cheap it may become, it will be of 
no practical use for machinery or construction, for it has no strength. You 
might as well use lead. Its only peculiarity is its lightness, and it will only be 
useful in making ornamental objects.” 
 Thomas Edison, on aluminium, quoted in Australian Mining Standard, 

3/2/1894. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If the only tool you have is a hammer, every problem begins to look like a 
nail." 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"Always borrow off a cynic. He never expects it back." 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The names of the cerros and the sierras and the deserts exist only on maps. 
We name them that we do not lose our way. Yet it was because the way was 
lost to us already that we have made those names. The world cannot be lost. 
We are the ones." 
 The Crossing, Cormac McCarthy, p387. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“I never really think about death. I wake up in the morning and I think, 
‘Gee, I’ve done it again’, and away I go.” 
 John Ewart, Australian actor and larrikin, who died 8/3/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Don't carry a grudge. While you're carrying the grudge the other guy's out 
dancing." 
 Buddy Hackett, both wise guy and wise man. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Cautious men die - the reckless survive. It's good for the gene pool." 
 Movie, Nails, NBN3, 19/10/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I am only one; but still I am one. I cannot do everything, but still I can do 
something; I will not refuse to do the something I can do." 
 Helen Keller. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It is unwise to pay too much, but it's worse to pay too little. When you pay 
too much, you lose a little money and that is all. 
When you pay too little, you sometimes lose everything, because the thing 
you bought was incapable of doing the thing it was bought to do. 
The common law of business balance prohibits paying a little and getting a 
lot. It can't be done. If you deal with the lowest bidder, it is well to add 
something for the risk you run. If you do that, you will have enough to pay 
for something better." 
 John Ruskin, 1860. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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" . . . gaze at the moon or at a flower and drift with the current of life like a 
gourd drifting downstream." 
 From book Gai-Jin, by James Clavell. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“For with most of us we stand before the world as before a mirror; we never 
see our true selves because we can never come before the mirror unawares. 
We see ourselves as actors, but the spectacle for which we are rehearsing is 
never put on. To see the true spectacle, to finally participate in it, one must 
die before the mirror in a blinding light of realisation..... 
In this passing beyond the mirror, as it were, there is an infinity which no 
infinity of images can give the least idea of. One lives within the spirit of 
transformation and not in the act.” 
 Book, Best of Henry Miller. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Never train like a champion. Always train like a contender.” 
 Linford Christie, Olympic and World 100 m track champion, A Current 

Affair, TV, 18/1/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Revelling in the senses without talking - how glorious. Language sometimes 
feels like wearing a pair of stiff leather shoes a couple sizes too small." 
 Book, The Tao of Muhammad Ali, by Davis Miller. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I trust that I will grow old with some grace." 
 Actor Jack Thompson, TV interview, circa 8/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The leader has a clear view and his nose is in the air. All the dogs that are 
following him . . . the view isn't too good and the air is bloody dreadful. I 
prefer to get out front and run." 
 Australian businessman Lindsay Fox, explaining his management and 

leadership philosophy.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"One can be very lonely here - like a shadow without its tree." 
 Movie, Video Blues, SBS, 26/11/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"To a child of 15 you're an old person yourself." 
 Ita Buttrose (52) to TV reporter Tracey Curro (30), when asked if she felt 

old, 1999. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Don't keep forever on the public road, going only where others have gone. 
Leave the beaten track occasionally and dive into the woods. You will be 
certain to find something you have never seen before. Of course, it will be a 
little thing, but do not ignore it. Follow it up, explore all around it; one 
discovery will lead to another, and before you know it, you will have 
something worth thinking about." 
 Alexander Graham Bell. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity." 
 Albert Einstein. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Courage is resistance to fear, mastery of fear, not absence of fear." 
 Mark Twain. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Every man has a lurking wish to be thought of as considerable in his own 
place." 
 Quoting "Hoppy" in ABC radio program Australia All Over, 4/12/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Success has a thousand fathers, but failure is an orphan." 
 Warren Ryan, football coach, A Current Affair, TV 2/12/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Behold the turtle. He makes progress only when he sticks his neck out." 
 James B Conant, quoted in A Father's Book of Wisdom, H Jackson 

Brown Jr. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Life is a continuous flow of uncertain transitions." 
 The Tibetan Book of The Dead - A Way of Life, SBS TV, 23/4/95. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"Insanity is doing things the same way but expecting different results." 
 Quoted by George Burk in "Critical Incident Stress Management", The 

Quality Magazine, February 1999. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The only place where success comes before work is in the dictionary." 
 Ad by Visiboard, in The Quality Magazine, vol 3, no. 6, 12/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"In the beginning is the deed". 
 Goethe. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"When people are placed first, they will provide the highest possible service, 
and profits will follow." 
 Frederick W Smith, Chairman and CEO, Federal Express. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I've learned that if there were no problems there would be no opportunities. 
 From book Live and Learn and Pass it On, H Jackson Brown Jr. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I'm still a kid aren't I? I'm still a carbon based life form." 
 Michael Kearney, child genius who completed college at 10, when 

asked if he thought he was different. Sunday TV, 2/7/95. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"When I deliver a lecture, what I'm actually giving is a show, a performance. 
That's not to say that it's gratuitous. It's not. It's genuine. I'm trying to get 
inside the students' brains, to capture their imaginations - but it is 
nevertheless a performance - just like a singer or actor up on stage - and it 
can be exhausting. 
Dull teaching is where an expert gets up and recites dull facts. You can't 
stand in a lecture theatre protected by a lectern, an overhead and a laser 
pointer. You have to walk amongst the students, try to draw them in." 
 Professor Nik Bogduk, Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, 

University of Newcastle, quoted in article Anatomy of a Lecturer, in Van 
Gogh's Ear, Ed. 3-95. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"If you're not part of the solution, you're part of the precipitate." 
 Steven Wright. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"During this time I often thought about a business parable I had heard. 
Three stone cutters were asked about their jobs. The first said he was paid 
to cut stones. The second replied that he used special techniques to shape 
stones in an exceptional way, and proceeded to demonstrate his skills. The 
third stone cutter just smiled and said: 'I build cathedrals.'" 
 Ricardo Semler in his management book Maverick. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I could have had a PhD back in them times where I was at, and I would have 
still probably had to wash dishes." 
 (Black) blues musician Lowell Fulson. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I venture to affirm . . . that (we) are nothing but a bundle or collection of 
different sensations, succeeding one another with inconceivable rapidity, 
and in a perpetual flux and movement." 
  . . . Hume, quoted in book The Man Who Mistook His Wife For A Hat, 

by Oliver Sachs.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"One thing's for sure - interconnectedness ain't all smiley, smiley, let's come 
together, drink a coke, pat a puppy, and sing Barry Manilow songs." 
 Book, The Tao of Muhammad Ali, by Davis Miller. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"So often we are so concerned with what makes us feel good that we forget 
what makes us great." 
 Book, Thick Face, Black Heart, Chin-ning Chu. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Ah, fill the Cup: - what boots it to repeat 

How Time is slipping underneath our Feet: 
Unborn TOMORROW and dead YESTERDAY 

Why fret about them if TODAY be sweet? 
The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"Hold your broom lad. Though fallen, are they not still flowers?" 
 Unknown, on fallen leaves. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The inventory goes home at night." 
 Louis B Mayer, of MGM fame, affirming that his employees were his 

business. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I can get fierce about the game, but after the last point, you just put down 
your stick and get on with the rest of your life." 
 Brad Gilbert, on tennis and life (compare with "You've gotta know when 

to hold up, know when to fold up" song by Kenny Rodgers). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Each day death strikes, and we live as if we were immortal." 
 Mahabarata. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“The eye with which I see God is the same eye with which God sees me.” 
 Meister Eckhart. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Trust a snake before a Jew. Trust a Jew before a Greek. But never trust an 
Armenian." 
 Turkish proverb quoted in book Unpackaged Tours, by Ted Morrisby. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Be impartial and do not belong to any party, be natural and selfless, make 
yourself completely free and not bound to any objective, take things as they 
come, without worry and concern and without putting faith in cleverness, 
accept all and mingle with all.” 
 The philosophy of the Taoists of Ch'i. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Be to my virtues very kind, 
And to my faults a little blind." 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “Goal setting is important too. You cannot know the joy of arriving if you 
never aim to go anywhere.” 
 Rosemary Moore in the book about Australian achievers called The 

Stump Jumpers. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Non, rien de rien. Non, je ne regrette rien. (No, nothing about nothing. No, 
I regret nothing.)" 
 Edith Piaf, in the song Je Ne Regrette Rien. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Most men were in their lives like the carpenter whose work went so slowly 
for the dullness of his tools that he had not time to sharpen them." 
 Book, The Crossing, Cormac McCarthy. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge? Where is the knowledge we 
have lost in information?  
 T. S. Eliot, Choruses from The Rock. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It is better to be first than to be better. If you aren't first in one category, 
create another one." 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“If a man wishes to be sure of the road he treads on, he must close his eyes 
and walk in the dark.” 
 St. John of the Cross.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"In life one makes bad deals." 
 Mrs Jean Calment, the world's oldest woman at age 120, referring to 

the deal in which a local dignitary, André Francois Raffray, bought her 
simple apartment in Arles (Provence, France) under the speculative "en 
viager" system. Then 47, he agreed to pay Mrs Calment, then 90, 
$770/month until her death, when he would gain title to the 
apartment. After paying out $277,000 he died on 25/12/95 aged 77, 
while Mrs Calment, aged 120, was enjoying lunch at the Town Hall. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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Information can tell us everything. It has all the answers. But they are 
answers to questions we have not asked, and which doubtless don't even 
arise.  
 Jean Baudrillard. (Compare to the graffiti "Love is the answer" and the 

brilliant counter-graffiti "Yes, but what is the question?") 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"When I was a boy of fourteen, my father was so ignorant I could hardly 
stand to have the old man around. But when I got to be twenty-one I was 
astonished at how much the old man had learned in seven years." 
 Mark Twain. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"With all of our running, and all of our cunning, if we didn't laugh we would 
all go insane." 
 From the Jimmy Buffet classic song Changes in Latitudes, Changes in 

Attitudes. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“The realist is a meagre soul. He sees what is in front of him like a horse 
with blinders.” 
 Book, Best of Henry Miller. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
If life was fair, we'd all be half starved. 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It's the God within people that connects them to me." 
 Muhammad Ali, in book The Tao of Muhammad Ali, by Davis Miller. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Harmony is where there is nothing more to say." 
 French vigneron, SBS television, 10/3/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Only the shoe knows if the sock has holes." 
 SBS movie, My Childhood Symphony, 14/3/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"I've learned that you can have a fancy education and still not be very wise. 
 From book Live and Learn and Pass it On, H Jackson Brown Jr. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The great thing about life - it's always summer somewhere." 
 Digney Snaders, 5/5/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The best sermon is what you do." 
 George Foreman, preacher and World Heavyweight Boxing Champion, 

during his Australian tour, 1995. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"No-one's better than anyone else. I just needed a punch in the mouth to 
learn that." 
 Jeff Fenech, former three times world boxing champion, 4/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Remember boys, footsteps in the sands of time are never made sitting 
down." 
 Charles Grahame, quoting a former teacher, when guest speaker at the 

10th dinner of the Newcastle Boys’ High School Old Boys’ Association, 
10/8/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The only thing new in the world is the history we don't know." 
 Attributed to ex-US President Harry S Truman, in the movie City Hall, 

5/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Better to remain silent and be thought a fool than to speak out and remove 
all doubt." 
 Abraham Lincoln. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Nature does not care whether the hunter slays the beast, or the beast the 
hunter. She makes good compost of them both." 
 John Burroughs. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"It is better to give than lend, and it costs about the same." 
 Sir Philip Gibbs, English journalist and novelist. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Let us be thankful for the fools. But for them the rest of us could not 
succeed. 
 Mark Twain. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Always borrow from a pessimist. He never expects it back." 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I believe that you can die without ceasing to exist." 
 Souleymane Cisse, Mali film director, SBS Masterpiece program, 

4/11/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Every dumb thing I ever done in my life there was a decision I made before 
that got me into it. It was never the dumb thing. It was always some choice I 
made before it." 
 Book All The Pretty Horses, Cormac McCarthy. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The beauty of water is impossible to describe." 
 Souleymane Cisse, Mali film director, SBS Masterpiece program, 

4/11/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Life is a six penny game. Even when you know the moves, you can't always 
remember them." 
 Conceived by Digney Snaders at Denver airport, while playing puzzles 

with coins to while away the time. In the game you have two rows each 
of three pennies and you have to form a circle in three moves. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Growing old is inevitable. Growing up is optional." 
 Seen on a T-shirt, San Diego, 9/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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How long, how long, in infinite Pursuit 
Of This and That endeavour and dispute? 
Better be merry with the fruitful Grape 
Than sadden after none, or bitter, Fruit. 

The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam. 
 

-------------õ------------- 
 

"What good are dreams if they come true?" 
 Frederick Exley. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"This is the final test of a gentleman: his respect for those who can be of no 
possible value to him." 
 William Lyon Phelps, quoted in A Father's Book of Wisdom, H Jackson 

Brown Jr. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The most beautiful thing that we can experience is the mysterious. It is the 
source of all true art and science." 
 Albert Einstein. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Coaching is all about not interfering too much with a swimmer's natural 
ability." 
 Coach Brian Rudd, ASCA Conference, Surfers Paradise, 3/5/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"They're angels in exile . . . Children are so close to God. They haven't had 
time to separate from him." 
 Muhammad Ali, in book The Tao of Muhammad Ali, by Davis Miller. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If you judge people, you have no time to love them." 
 Mother Teresa. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"You cannot depend on your eyes when your imagination is out of focus." 
 Mark Twain. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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The Zen Master asked, presenting a koan to a younger monk "If all things 
are reducible to the One, to what is the One reducible?" Here is my answer 
to the unanswerable: 'The One is reducible to all things.' 
 Digney Snaders, 11/5/97 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It is the one life which ponders in the philosophers, which drudges in the 
laborers, which basks in the poets, which dilates in the love of the women." 
 Ralph Waldo Emerson, Notebooks. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If the aborigines drafted an IQ test, all of western civilisation would flunk 
it." 
 From The Penguin Book of Jokes From Cyberspace, Phillip Adams & 

Patrice Newell. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Me, 
We”. 
 Muhammad Ali’s profound response (encapsulating the empathy which 

has lifted him above other men of the 20th century) when asked by a 
college audience to tell them a poem. Quoted in the Academy Award 
winning movie When We Were Kings, 5/97. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Dèyè morne gainyain morne (behind the mountains are mountains). 
 Creole proverb, quoted in book Unpackaged Tours, by Ted Morrisby. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Simple and simplicity is difficult, because it requires nothing less than 
absolutely everything." 
 Comedian Jerry Lewis, reported in the Newcastle Herald, 30/5/98, in 

support of silly, simple humour. (Accidentally?) profound: compare with 
'By doing nothing, everything is done.' and 'Trifles are perfection; 
perfection is no trifle.' 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If you want to do things, you need to have no time to do them." 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"In a sense, human flesh is made out of stardust. Every atom in the human 
body, excluding only the primordial hydrogen atoms, was fashioned in stars 
that formed, grew and exploded most violently before the Sun and the Earth 
came into being." 
 Science writer, Nigel Calder. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Everybody has a feeling for nature." 
 David Attenborough, in explaining why his Life on Earth series had an 

estimated viewing audience of 50 million. Sixty Minutes, 2/11/97. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If an Arab wants to hear silence he takes a bird out into the desert." 
 Ottmar Liebert, visionary, composer, guitarist, on SBS television 

program, 6/6/98. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Serious sport has nothing to do with fair play. It is war minus the shooting." 
 George Orwell. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"People speak about what is in store. But there is nothing in store. The day 
is made of what has come before. The world itself must be surprised at the 
shape of that which appears. Perhaps even God." 
 Book The Crossing, Cormac McCarthy. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Success is 99% failure." 
 Soichiro Honda, founder Honda Motor Corporation. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Perhaps the most valuable result of all education is the ability to make 
yourself do the thing you have to do when it ought to be done whether you 
like it or not. It is the first lesson that ought to be learned and however early 
a person's training begins, it is probably the last lesson a person learns 
thoroughly." 
 Thomas Huxley, British biologist. Compare with the quote from the 

Third Policeman, “It's a great thing to do what's necessary, before it 
becomes essential and unavoidable.” 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wisdom  35 

"The secret of getting ahead is getting started. The secret of getting started is 
breaking your complex overwhelming tasks into small manageable tasks, 
and then starting on the first one." 
 Mark Twain. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Why sleep if the purpose of life is to enjoy creation to the fullest?” 
 Book, Best of Henry Miller. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"In my music, I'm trying to play the truth of what I am. The reason it's 
difficult is because I'm changing all the time." 
 Charles Mingus. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"To stop the flow of music would be like the stopping of time itself, incredible 
and inconceivable." 
 Aaron Copeland. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Humour, you can't exist without it. You have to do something silly each 
day; you have to be able to laugh at yourself. Otherwise you suffer." 
 Kirk Douglas in USA Today. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“The root of all things is subtle, while the material things are gross 
(appearance of reality); all measurable quantities fall short of the truth of 
reality; live calmly and dispassionately alone with the spirits.” 
 Philosophy of Laotse (Lao Tan) and Kuan Yin. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"You see things that are and say, "Why?" But I dream things that never were 
and say, "Why not?'" 
 George Bernard Shaw. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"There's an intrinsic value in doing something without being the best at it." 
 Susie Gephardt in The Washington Post. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"I liked to tell them that a turtle may live for hundreds of years because it is 
well protected by its shell, but it only moves forward when it sticks its neck 
out." 
 Ricardo Semler in his management book Maverick. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"All the things I've done, all the praise, all the fame, don't none of it mean 
nothin'. It's all only dust." 
 Muhammad Ali, in book The Tao of Muhammad Ali, by Davis Miller. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I've learned that the trip is often more fun than the destination. 
 From book Live and Learn and Pass it On, H Jackson Brown Jr. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Most people are about as happy as they make up their minds to be." 
 Abraham Lincoln. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"In nature, nothing is perfect and everything is perfect. Trees can be 
contorted, bent in weird ways, and they're still beautiful." 
 Alice Walker in USA Weekend. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"To find life growing inside me led to the realisation I didn't know much at 
all." 
 Pop star, Madonna, who may have never said (or sung) a truer word. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
" . . all this amateur stuff is like farting Annie Laurie through a keyhole. It 
may be clever but is it worth the trouble?" 
 Gulley Jimson to Lady Beeder, book The Horse's Mouth , by Joyce Cary. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Being a dwarf myself I find that the best thing about it is being the first to 
smell the flowers, and the last to get wet when it rains." 
 Letters segment, 60 Minutes, 23/8/98. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “There are two types of genius. Ordinary geniuses do great things, but they 
leave you room to believe that you could do the same if only you worked 
hard enough. Then there are magicians, and you can have no idea how they 
do it. Feynman was a magician." 
 Hans Bethe, fellow theoretical physicist and Nobel Laureate, on 

Richard Feynman, author of Surely You're Joking Mr Feynman! 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Everybody gets a full life." 
 Henry, as he was dying, to his friend, gifted artist David Hockney. 

Compare to: “Everything begins and ends at exactly the right time and 
place”, film, Picnic at Hanging Rock. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
'Always keep the shower curtain inside the tub.' 
 Conrad Hilton, the great hotel magnate, when someone asked him 

what he'd learned in his many years on the planet.   

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
And if the Wine you drink, the Lip you press, 
End in the Nothing all Things end in - Yes - 

Then fancy while Thou art, Thou art but what 
Thou shalt be - Nothing - Thou shalt not be less. 

The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam. 
 

-------------õ------------- 
 

"Wherever you go, it's always the same face in the mirror." 
 Movie, The Accompanist, SBS television, 23/7/98 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
 “Basically though, success starts, is maintained, and ends, with attitude - a 
creative and activity-producing attitude - and an acknowledgement that life 
does not owe us anything.” 
 Rosemary Moore in the book about Australian achievers called The 

Stump Jumpers. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
'There are so many little dyings, it doesn't matter which of them is death.' 
 Attributed to the poet Kenneth Patchen.   

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"If you're black, you have black parents. If you're white, you have white 
parents. If you're gay, you're an orphan. 
 Quentin Crisp In 60 Minutes 2 Hour Special, NBN3, 22/11/98 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Gather ye rosebuds while ye may / old time is still a-flying / and this same 
flower that smiles today / tomorrow will be dying." 
 Robert Herrick (1591 to 1674).  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If you pick up a starving dog and make him prosperous, he will not bite 
you. This is the principal difference between a dog and a man." 
 Mark Twain. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"That's the one thing I can't believe about the West. Everybody asks 'how old 
are you?'... we never cared about that in Africa. We just cared about 
survival." 
 Waris Dirie, Somalian former model, author ('Desert Flower'), and 

current UN spokeswoman against female genital mutilation (FGM), 
11/98. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"You never see a luggage rack on a hearse." 
 Kinky Friedman, in book When The Cat's Away. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The older you get, the more experience you get. But the problem is, when 
you get this experience you're too old to do anything with it." 
 Jimmy Connors quoted in Inside Sport, 12/98 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Poetry's role is to provide spontaneous individual candour." 
 Allen Ginsberg, in interview with Jim Moore. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Men are not prisoners of fate, but only prisoners of their own minds." 
 Franklin D Roosevelt, 15/4/39. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"Now the greatest joy in my life is just lying beside my kids when they're 
asleep and watching them breathe." 
 37 year-old Australian ultra-distance runner Pat Farmer, whose 31 

year-old wife died from a heart attack less than 12 months previously, 
on his children Brooke (4) and Dillon (20 months). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"A fanatic is one who can't change his mind and won't change the subject." 
 Sir Winston S Churchill. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"What comes next is now." 
 Death In Therapy, French movie, SBS television, 9/3/99. Was this great 

profundity accidental? 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Nothing astonishes men so much as common sense and plain dealing." 
 Ralph Waldo Emerson, "Art" Essays: First Series, 1841.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"From fanaticism to barbarism is only one step." 
 Denis Diderot, 1745. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I've travelled the whole world," he says. "Learn somethin' from people 
everywhere. Watch children and see myself not long ago. See old folks and 
know it's even less time before I'm one of them. Then I think, 'I already am 
one of them.' There ain't no difference between us. There's truth in 
Hinduism, Christianity, Islam, all religions. And in just plain talkin'. The 
only religion that matters is the real religion - love." 
 Muhammad Ali, in book The Tao of Muhammad Ali, by Davis Miller. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Why work, man? Coconuts fall of a palm tree. Chickens find their own food. 
Yams grow wild. Fish give themselves up in the river. We don't need 
anything, so why work?" 
 A Coronie, Suriname Creole, quoted in book Unpackaged Tours, by Ted 

Morrisby. Compare with Laotse's "By doing nothing, everything is 
done." 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"A man without religion is like a fish without a bicycle." 
 From The Penguin Book of Jokes From Cyberspace, Phillip Adams & 

Patrice Newell. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Our problems are man-made, therefore they can be solved by man. And 
man can be as big as he wants. No problem of human destiny is beyond 
human beings." 
 John F Kennedy, 10/6/63. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Nothing is good or bad, but thinking makes it so." 
 William Shakespeare. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Son, always tell the truth. Then you'll never have to remember what you 
said the last time." 
 Sam Rayborn, 28/6/79. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The reward of a thing well done is to have done it." 
 Ralph Waldo Emerson. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Every morning I wake up saying, I'm still alive; a miracle. And so I keep on 
pushing. 
 Jacques Cousteau. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The chief cause of problems is solutions." 
 Eric Sevareid, "Town & Country", 5/79.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Real generosity is doing something nice for someone who'll never find it 
out." 
 Frank A Clark, quoted in A Father's Book of Wisdom, H Jackson Brown 

Jr. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"It is questions that make man progress. Answers only push him to destroy 
himself." 
 News From The Good Lord, SBS movie, 18/5/99. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"You're either part of the solution or part of the problem." 
 Eldridge Cleaver.  How much better is Steven Wright's "You're either 

part of the solution or part of the precipitate." 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The trouble with common sense is - it's not all that common." 
 Attributed to West Indies cricket team physiotherapist Dennis Waite by 

Ian Chappel during Australia versus West Indies, World Cup, 30/5/99. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Advice is like castor oil - easy enough to give, but dreadful uneasy to take." 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We own nothing; all we do is possess things for a short period; you don't 
even own your wedding ring; nothing." 
 Australian painter, gentleman and sage Arthur Boyd, who died on 

24/4/99, aged 78. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Implication is more powerful than specification." 
 Quoted by Michael Fortin, IMC e-zine, 28/7/99 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"So you think you can make the present palatable by projecting into the 
future. You're living in the past pal. It's the future that f**** you up Brian. 
It's the maggot in the apple. You see, you're all pissed off with the present 
and there's nothing wrong with the present. The present's fine. The 
present's perfect. The present's peachy-f******-creamy. The only thing wrong 
with the present is the bastard doesn't exist. Because the present is the 
future and the future is the past and it's all the same f****** bag of bones 
anyway. It's a constant process of coming into being and passing away, 
coming into being and passing away. The future is now." 
 Johnny to Brian in Naked, movie. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"Age is only important if you are a cheese or bottle of wine." 
 "LC", in Mailbag, Age Pension News For Senior Australians, Sept/Oct 

1999. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“We are all guilty, the great crime of not living life to the full. But we are all 
potentially free. We can stop thinking of what we have failed to do and do 
whatever lies within our power. What these powers that are in us may be no 
one has truly dared to imagine. That they are infinite we will realise the day 
we admit to ourselves that imagination is everything. Imagination is the 
voice of daring. If there is anything God-like about God it is that. He dared 
to imagine everything.” 
 Book, Best of Henry Miller. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"What the caterpillar calls the end of the world, God calls a butterfly." 
 Diane Mashia. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We don't know who discovered water, but we are certain it wasn't a fish." 
 From The Penguin Book of Jokes From Cyberspace, Phillip Adams & 

Patrice Newell. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We shall not cease from exploration 
And the end of all our exploring 
Will be to arrive where we started 
And know the place for the first time." 
 T S Eliot. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We can complain because rose bushes have thorns, or rejoice because 
thorn bushes have roses." 
 Abraham Lincoln.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"... ultimate meaning is to be found in this present moment, infusing our 
everyday lives, here and now." 
 Book Zen And The Brain, James H Austin MD. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"God gives every bird his worm, but he does not throw it into the nest." 
 Swedish proverb. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"With all your science can you tell 
how it is, and whence it is 
that light comes into the soul?" 
 Henry David Thoreau (1817 - 1862).  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
The Moving Finger writes; and, having writ, 

Moves on: nor all thy Piety nor Wit 
Shall lure it back to cancel half a Line, 
Nor all thy Tears wash out a Word of it. 

The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam. 
 

-------------õ------------- 
 

"I should not talk so much about myself if there were anybody else whom I 
knew so well." 
 Henry Thoreau, 1817 – 1862.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"... a broken clock tells the truth once every twelve hours." 
 Book The Tailor Of Panama, John le Carré. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It's not time that passes, it's us." 
 Movie, Whitman Boys, SBS television, 22/3/00. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We are all a combination of nature and nurture." 
 Chris Moon, author of One Step Beyond, ABC radio, 24/4/00. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"You only have power over people as long as you don't take everything away 
from them. But when you've robbed a man of everything he's no longer in 
your power - he's free again." 
 Alexander Solzhenitsyn, The First Circle, 1968.  

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"I am a nobody. Treat me as a solar myth, or an echo, or an irrational 
quantity, or ignore me altogether." 
 Dr James Murray, editor of the first complete dictionary of the English 

language, the New Oxford Dictionary. What a profoundly Zen comment 
from an 18th century academic Englishman! But then, that fine Zen 
author Christmas Humphreys was an English High Court judge!  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"There's so many sides to him, he's round." 
 A friend describing Bob Dylan.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
" ... the heat of life in the handful of dust." 
 Joseph Conrad describing youth, Youth, 1902.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Our existence is but a brief crack of light between two eternities of 
darkness." 
 Vladimir Nabakov, Speak, Memory, 1951.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We don't know one millionth of one percent about anything." 
 Thomas Edison. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If I had more time, I would have written less." 
 Mark Twain (on being essential).  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I love the wild power of the language and the purity of the madness that 
governs it and makes it music." 
 Gonzo journalist and writer Hunter S Thompson on why he loves to 

quote from the Book of Revelations.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Information is not knowledge." 
 W Edwards Deming, the father of the Quality Movement. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"Be the best you can be, and pass it on." 
 Pam Burridge, Australia's former Women's WorldSurfing Champion, 

when asked "What is the meaning of life?" TV, 7/7/00. What a 
wonderfully succinct answer, capturing the whole purpose of existence, 
the whole basis for the evolution of species. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Things you own end up owning you." 
 Actor Brad Pitt's character Tyler Durden, in the movie Fight Club. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Once you can accept the universe as being something expanding into an 
infinite nothing which is something, wearing stripes with plaid is easy." 
 Albert Einstein. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Of all the animals, man is the only one that is cruel. He is the only one that 
inflicts pain for the pleasure of doing it." 
 Mark Twain (1835-1910). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Isn't it terrible that nothing exists?" (Young Therese, after discussing Plato 
with Crooked Finger'). 
Antonia: "That's why there's so much." 
 Movie, SBS television, Antonia's Line, 1/3/01. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It took some time, but I eventually discovered that if I just stopped worrying 
about results and kept my mind calmly focussed on the task at hand, I 
could finish whatever I had to do. And I tended to enjoy myself more in the 
process." 
 Book, Seeds From a Birch Tree, by Clark Strand.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I no longer wear a wristwatch . . It struck me that time should be measured 
in years and decades, not minutes and hours. It is impossible to understand 
life in all its hugeness and complexity if one is constantly consulting a 
minute-counter." 
 Ricardo Semler in his management book Maverick. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"Success: the one unpardonable sin against one's fellow man." 
 Ambrose Bierce.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"All art, all education, can be merely a supplement to nature."  
 Aristotle (B.C. 384-322), Greek Philosopher. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“You don't stop laughing when you get old; you get old when you stop 
laughing.” 
 Anon.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"There's an old saying that it's not smart to fight anyone who buys ink by 
the barrel." 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Our business in life is not to succeed, but to continue to fail in good 
spirits." 
 Robert Louis Stevenson.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It now is just what I am 

I now am not it. 
You must comprehend in this way 

To merge with thusness." 
 Dongshan (771 to 853 AD). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"My grandfather gave me two bits of advice in his life: Don't walk in front of a 
cow and don't stand behind a horse." 
 Australian champion jockey Darren Beadman, TV, 7/10/00. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"People always say that (a rattler) tastes like chicken. ... No one ever says 
that a chicken tastes like a rattlesnake, though. Go figure that one." 
 Book, Life is So Good, George Dawson.  

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"Primitive people as they are they taught me a new philosophy of life, for 
their ignorance is nearer to truth than our prejudice." 
 Carl Lumholtz, adventurer and humanist, of the primitive people he 

encountered during his journey through the Sierra Madre Occidental 
ranges of Mexico, circa 1890.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“The fact that man knows right from wrong proves his intellectual 
superiority to other creatures; but the fact that he can do wrong proves his 
moral inferiority to any creature that cannot.” 
 Mark Twain (Samuel Clemens), What Is Man? 1906. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Yesterday is history 
Tomorrow is mystery 
Today is a gift 
That's why they call it ‘the present’." 
 Anon.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"When you get there, there is no there there." 
 Gertrude Stein, after a trip to Oakland, California.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"You should always brag about what you're going to do, after you do it." 
 Colin McCool, Australian Test Cricketer.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Man is nothing else but what he purposes, he exists only in so far as he 
realises himself, he is therefore nothing else but the sum of his actions, 
nothing else but what his life is ... In life, a man commits himself, draws his 
own portrait and there is nothing but that portrait." 
 Jean-Paul Sartre.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"When I was a kid somebody told me that men play at love to get sex, and 
women play at sex to get love." 
 Mel Gibson, actor. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"It may be remarked in passing that success is an ugly thing. Men are 
deceived by its false resemblances to merit. 
 Victor Hugo.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Time gave birth time and time again - and produced nothing but itself." 
 Movie, SBS television, Antonia's Line, 1/3/01. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Above all, don't wish to become a future buddha; your only concern should 
be, as thought follows thought, to avoid clinging to any of them." (my 
emphasis)  
 Dogen. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I have said enough about moonlight, ask no more. Only listen to the voice 
of pines and cedars when no wind stirs." 
 Ryonen (1797 to 1863). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The body has a wisdom that goes back millions of years, whereas the mind 
is all social indoctrination and programming." 
 Doctor and bestselling new-age author Deepak Chopra.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The past is never dead. It's not even past." 
 One Winter Behind God's Back (movie), SBS TV, 11/4/01. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I have divided the world in my own mind into elephants and fleas. The 
elephants are the giant corporations, which aren't going to change the 
world, in fact they'll probably ruin it. Whereas the future of society depends 
on people who start new things. The fleas who make you itch." 
 Social philosopher Charles Handy.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"When the bird and the book disagree, always believe the bird." 
 James Audubon.  

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wisdom  49 

"We're captive on the carousel of time / We can't return, we can only look 
behind / From where we came / And go 'round and 'round and 'round in 
the circle game." 
 Song, The Circle Game, Joni Mitchell. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Nothingness equals the infinite." 
 Movie The City Of Lost Children, SBS Television, June 1999. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“If you're not making waves, you're not rocking the boat.” 
 Anon.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“The less I think about happiness, the happier I am.” 
 Cate Blanchett, actress. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
The scientist does not study nature because it is useful; he studies it 
because he delights in it, and he delights in it because it is beautiful. If 
nature were not beautiful, it would not be worth knowing, and if nature 
were not worth knowing, life would not be worth living. 

Jules Henri Poincaré (1854-1912) French mathematician. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He looked at my hot chocolate and asked me, 'Do you see that cup as half 
full or half empty?' 'I see it as being enough. So it's just fine.'" 
 Book, Life is So Good, George Dawson.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Perhaps the greatest social service that can be rendered by anybody to the 
country and to mankind is to bring up a family.” 
 George Bernard Shaw.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“All religions are founded on the fear of the many and the cleverness of the 
few.” 
 Stendhal. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"I have long had a suspicion that mankind is indebted for much of its 
individuality and for certain forms of genius to individuals (with) some 
predisposition to insanity. They have often taken up the by-paths of 
thought, which have been overlooked by more stable intellects." 
 Victorian psychiatrist Henry Maudsley, 1871. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Whenever you find yourself on the side of the majority, it is time to pause 
and reflect."  

Mark Twain. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“In the end we will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence 
of our friends.  
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Unless we change the direction we are heading, we might end up where we 
are going.” 

Chinese Proverb. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
May you live all the days of your life.  

Jonathan Swift. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"To return to my own trees, I went among them often, acknowledging their 
presence with a touch of my hand against their trunks." 

Ruskin Bond, sharing his affinity with trees with Walt Whitman who, in 
Specimen Days, described them as “vital, enduring! How dumbly 
eloquent! What suggestions of imperturbability and being, as against 
the human trait of mere seeming. Then the qualities, almost emotional, 
palpably artistic, heroic, of a tree; so innocent and harmless, yet so 
savage. It is, yet says nothing.” 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"In a time of change, it is learners who inherit the future. The learned find 
themselves equipped to live only in a world that no longer exists." 
 Eric Hofer. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “Do not do unto others as you would they should do unto you. Their tastes 
may not be the same.” 
 George Bernard Shaw, Man and Superman, Maxims for Revolutionists: 

The Golden Rule, 1903. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Antonia: "Nothing dies forever. Something always remains, from which 

something new grows. So life begins without knowing where it 
came from, or why." 

Therese: "Why?" 
Antonia: "Because life wants to live." 
Therese: "Isn't there a heaven either?" 
Antonia: "This is the only dance we dance." 
 Movie, SBS television, Antonia's Line, 1/3/01. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"What we presumably lack the imagination and courage to admit, is that it's 
not nearly as certain as we think that we are the most developed race to 
have lived on earth. We are so blinded by what we ourselves have achieved 
that we lack perspective." 
 Tons Brunes.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Better to light one candle than to curse the darkness.” 
 Chinese Proverb.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Why should I pray? Why should I venerate and be ceremonious? Having 
pried through the strata, analysed to a hair, counsel'd with doctors and 
calculated close, I find no sweeter fat than sticks to my own bones." 
 Walt Whitman, Song Of Myself, verse 20. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Man is the only animal that blushes. Or needs to.” 
 Mark Twain (Samuel Clemens). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If nothing ever changed, there'd be no butterflies." 
 Unknown. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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“Industrial man - a sentient reciprocating engine having a fluctuating 
output, coupled to an iron wheel revolving with uniform velocity. And then 
we wonder why this should be the golden age of revolution and mental 
derangement.” 
 Book, Time Must Have a Stop, Aldous Huxley, 1944. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Until man duplicates a blade of grass, nature can laugh at his so called 
scientific knowledge." 
 Thomas Edison.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Life has no other discipline to impose, if we would but realize it, than to 
accept life unquestioningly. ... Every moment is a golden one for him who 
has the vision to recognize it as such. 
 Henry Miller. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Keep your face to the sunshine and you can never see the shadow." 
 Helen Keller. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Beliefs are a poor substitute for knowledge. 
 Digney Snaders. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Life itself is the great journey. There is no destination. Our happiness 
depends on understanding this.” 
 Book The Practice of Happiness, John Kehoe. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Whether you think you can or think you can’t, you’re right.” 
 Henry Ford. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“The flower sets man a gigantic example of insubordination, courage, 
perseverance and ingenuity.” 
 Maurice Maeterlinck, News of Spring, 1862-1949. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"In Buddhism there is no place for using effort. Just be ordinary and 
nothing special. Eat your food, move your bowels, pass water, and when 
you're tired go and lie down. The ignorant will laugh at me, but the wise will 
understand." 
 Quoted by Alan Watts in book The Portable Beat Reader, edited by Ann 

Charters. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“What is important in life is life, and not the result of life.” 
 Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Some people are growing children, not raising children, and there's a big 
difference." 
 Book, Life is So Good, George Dawson.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Lots of people live in the past or the future but not in the present. You have 
to say to yourself, what I’m doing now determines what my past is going to 
be and what kind of future I will have. You just have to realise it. 

Swami Sarasvati. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Man spends his life in reasoning on the past, in complaining of the present, 
in fearing future. 
 Antoine Rivarol. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
The optimist proclaims that we live in the best of all possible worlds, and the 
pessimist fears this is true. 
 James Branch Cabell. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“ … underneath all the layers we construct to protect ourselves, our dignity, 
our titles, our degrees, our status and our need to be seen in certain ways – 
underneath all that, remains the authentic, essential self. I’m not afraid to 
call it the soul.” 

Hanock McCarty. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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When I hear somebody sigh that "Life is hard," I am always tempted to ask, 
"Compared to what?" 
 Sidney J. Harris. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Success is over rated. Everyone craves it despite daily proof that man's real 
genius lies in quite the opposite direction. Incompetence is what we are 
good at: it is the quality that marks us off from animals and we should learn 
to revere it." 
 Stephen Pile, The Book of Heroic Failures. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Life is short; live it up. 
 Nikita Khrushchev. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
 “The exception defines the rule.” 
 Digney Snaders. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The most difficult part of any job is to take off your coat, roll up your 
sleeves, and say you've started." 
 Keith Williams in book, Stump Jumpers. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Change what you can’t accept, then accept what you can’t change.” 
 Digney Snaders. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We walk through hell, gazing at flowers." 
 Issa (Japanese haiku poet). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Security is mostly a superstition. It does not exist in nature, nor do the 
children of humans as a whole experience it. Avoiding danger is no safer in 
the long run than outright exposure. Life is either a daring adventure or 
nothing.” 
 Helen Keller.  

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wisdom  55 

 “A man’s life is nothing but an extended trek through the detours of art to 
recapture those one or two moments when his heart first opened.” 
 Albert Camus.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“If you can’t find the truth where you are, where else do you expect to find 
it?” 
 Dogen.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“You live in illusion and the appearance of things. There is reality, but you 
do not know this. When you understand this, you will see that you are 
nothing. And being nothing, you are everything.” 
 Kalu Rinpoche.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“The vibrant confusion of life.” 
 Federico Fellini. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Men make their own history. But they do not make it just as they please; 
they do not make it under circumstances chosen by themselves, but under 
given circumstances directly encountered and inherited from the past.” 
 Karl Marx. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“My life has been filled with terrible misfortunes … most of which never 
happened.” 
 Mark Twain.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Since everything is none other / than exactly as it is / one may well just 
break out in laughter.” 
 Long Chen Pa.  

 
-------------õ-------------  

 
“Television has made dictatorship impossible and democracy intolerable.” 
 Former Israeli prime minister Yitzak Shamir.  

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “The trick is, I find, to tone your wants and tastes low down enough, and 
make much of negatives, and of mere daylight and the skies. 
 Walt Whitman, Specimen Days.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“The past is gone and the future may not even be. The only thing we ever 
experience is the now. I try to enjoy the moment.” 
 George Harrison, WHO interview, 1997. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Things of the past are already long gone, and things to be (are) distant 
beyond imagining. The Tao is just this moment, these words: plum blossoms 
fallen; gardenia just opening.” 
 Ch’ing Kung d. 1352. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Show me the person who understands that words have no meaning – that’s 
the person I want to talk to.” 
 Chuang tze. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“You don’t see the now because you’re living in it.” 
 Movie, 12/5/02. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Life is all about happiness; go with the mystery; accept a little more.” 
 Philosophy of Toni Collette, actor, 30/6/02. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“ … one should move at a relaxed pace through life doing the work one 
enjoys instead of chasing ambition helter-skelter, pursuing one’s ultimate 
death.” 
 M. Datt, in book ‘An Expensive Place to Die’ by Len Deighton  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Columbus didn’t discover America. When he got here, somebody was 
already here.” 
 Rufus Thomas, American blues singer. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “I have never known a concern to make a decided success that did not do 
good, honest work, and even in these days of fiercest competition, when 
everything would seem to be a matter of price, there lies still at the root of 
great business success the very much more important factor of quality. The 
effect of attention to quality cannot be overestimated.”  
 Andrew Carnegie, 1880. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
 “There is no security on this earth. There is only opportunity.” 
 General Douglas Macarthur. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“To see is to forget the name of that which one sees.” 
 Claude Monet. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“You should never beat a woman, not even with a flower.” 
 The Prophet Mohammed. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Progress is man’s indifference to the lessons of history.” 
 Book ‘An Expensive Place to Die’ by Len Deighton  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Rationalisation is the aspirin of mental health.” 
 Book ‘An Expensive Place to Die’ by Len Deighton  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
 “Err, umm … basically no because at the end of the day it’s night time. I 
just keep walking on.” 
 Notorious Australian criminal Mark Brandon ‘Chopper’ Read, when 

asked if he had any regrets; Newcastle Heral ‘Weekender’, 5/4/03. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“If you aim at the stars and hit a light post, be happy. At least you have hit 
something.” 
 Justin Herald’s dad, in Would you like attitude with that?, book, Justin 

Herald.  

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “Everything begins and ends at exactly the right time and place.” 
 Film, Picnic at Hanging Rock. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“It is wonderful to be young, and it is also wonderful to be old – because you 
get to be young for much longer.” 
 Self. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Like a bird on a wire / Like a drunk in a midnight choir / I have tried, in 
my way / To be free.” 
 Johnny Cash, song ‘Bird on a Wire’, 1994. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“The first rule of intelligent tinkering is to keep all the pieces.”  
 Lord May, President of the Royal Society, January 2003. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
 “If you don’t go within, you go without.” 
 David Rastovich (‘Rasta’), surfer, in book ‘Surfers’, by Matt Griggs. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Life is tough. Life is even tougher if you're stupid." 
 John Wayne. (Wisdom? Wit? Whimsy?) 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“When you've been worried by a wasp, don't you just love a fly?” 
 Film, A Voyage Around My Father. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"A pinch of probably is worth a pound of perhaps." 
 James Thurber, Life, March 14, 1960. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"When you're green, you're growing. When you're ripe, you rot." 
 Ray Kroc, founder of the McDonalds empire. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “If you aim at the stars and hit a light post, be happy. At least you have hit 
something.” 
 Justin Herald’s dad, in Would you like attitude with that?, book, Justin 

Herald.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
 “You can learn from history but it doesn’t guarantee anything about the 
future.” 
 John Lang, coach of grand final rugby league winners Penrith, 10/03. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
‘You better live every day like it’s your last day, because one day you’re 
going to be right.” 
 Ray Charles, 73. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The world has grown old and lost its former vigour. Winter no longer gives 
rain enough to swell the seed nor summer sun enough to toast the harvest. 
The mountains are gutted and give less marble; the mines are exhausted 
and give less silver and gold. 
The fields lack farmers, the seas sailors, the encampments soldiers, there is 
no longer any justice in judgements, competence in trades, disciplines in 
daily life." 

An extract from today's popular press? Well, not really. It was written 
by Cyprian, the Bishop of Carthage, 1700 years ago. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; working 
together is success". 

Henry Ford. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Life can only be understood backwards; but it must be lived forwards.” 
 Soren Kierkegaard (1813 – 1855). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“I suppose it is much more comfortable to be mad and not know it than to be 
sane and have one’s doubts.” 
 G B Burgin. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “The kid in me has never succumbed to the adult. Your mind is eternally 
young.” 
 Mel Brooks, interview with Andrew Denton on “Enough Rope”, ABC 

television, 19/4/04. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
 "I expect to pass through life but once. If therefore, there be any kindness I 
can show, or any good thing I can do, to any fellow being, let me do it now 
and not defer or neglect it, as I shall not pass this way again." 
 Etienne De Grolier. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“The opposition between a white and a black square is fundamentally 
beautiful. 
 Man Ray. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
 “Nothing in this world can take the place of persistence. Talent will not; 
nothing is more common than unsuccessful men with talent. Genius will 
not; unrewarded genius is almost a proverb. Education will not; the world is 
full of educated derelicts. Persistence and determination alone are 
omnipotent. The slogan ‘Press On’ has solved and always will, the problems 
of the human race.” 
 Samuel Coolridge, American President. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Beware of those two great impostors, success and failure.” 
 Written at the entrance to Wimbledon; probably inspired by these lines 

from Rudyard Kipling’s poem ‘If—‘:         “If you can meet with triumph 
and disaster and treat those two impostors just the same”. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“If you don’t know where you’re going, you’ll end up somewhere else.” 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“The harder it is to prove something, the more important it is.” 
 James Morrison, Australia’s gifted musician, on Andrew Denton’s ABC 

TV program ‘Enough Rope’, 26/7/04 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “All you touch and all you see 
Is all your life will ever be.” 
 Roger Waters, musician and composer, in ‘Set The Controls For The 

Heart of The Sun’. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Good deeds stand tall 
Like a green pine, 
While evil deeds 
Bloom like flowers 
It seems the pine is not 
As brilliant as the flowers. 
When the frost comes, 
The pine will still stand tall, 
While the flowers, withered, 
Can be seen no more. 

Anon, Zen Buddhism. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The difference between human and animals is slight; common people 
obliterate it, superior people maintain it. Those who maintain it become 
sages; those who obliterate it become beasts." 
 Mencius . 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“You know, son, you can eat an elephant. You just take a little chunk at a 
time.” 
 Laurie Lawrence’s dad.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Death is the only inescapable, unavoidable, sure thing. We are sentenced 
to die the day we're born." 

Gary Mark Gilmore. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“I was like a boy playing on the sea-shore, and diverting myself now and 
then finding a smoother pebble or a prettier shell than ordinary, whilst the 
great ocean of truth lay all undiscovered before me." 
 Isaac Newton, "father of the modern science", 1642-1727. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “What we need is not the wish to believe, but the will to find out.” 
 Bertrand Russell. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We do not have to visit a madhouse to find disordered minds; our planet is 
the mental institution of the universe." 

 Johann Wolfgang von Goethe. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Those who obtain power are usually those who want it the most, rather 
than those able to make the best use of it.” 
 Bertrand Russell. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"All the glory of the world fits in a kernel of corn." 
 José Marti, quoted by Fidel Castro in his February 2002 interview with 

Oliver Stone. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
 “Worry is like a rocking chair – it gives you something to do and takes you 
nowhere.” 
 Brisbane Broncos rugby league coach Wayne Bennett, after his side 

had lost in their finals match, 11/9/04. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Only the soul lives. The rest belongs to death.” 
 Final words, by the narrator, at the end of the movie ‘The Return of 

Martin Guerre’. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
 “All my life the one thing I feared the most was mediocrity.” 
 Errol Flynn. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“To work and to have a pure mind and body.”  
 Mongolian family head Batbaya to his guest Bruce Parry, in answer to 

the question: “What makes you happiest?”, ‘Tribe’ SBS TV 13/1/06. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “We (both) have ten fingers, we have two eyes, we have one stomach. We are 
one. Remember me.”  
 Ethiopian Suri tribe king, to a departing Bruce Parry, “Tribe”, SBS 

television, 23/12/05. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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WIT 
  

amusing words 



 

 



Wit 1 

“In God we trust, and you ain't God.” 
 Movie director Fred Schepisi's dad. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“I've been poor and happy and I've been rich and happy, and I'd rather be 
rich and happy.” 
 John Leard (former MD of ANl) in the book The Stump Jumpers. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“There's no fuel like an old fuel!” 
 Al Deurbrouck, on coal. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"A statistician is a mathematician with not enough charisma to be an 
accountant." 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“But what a body. He's got muscles where other men have only got brains.” 
 Clive James, of Sylvester Stallone, TV, 10.8.87. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
A chihuahua? It looks like a big dog that's still far away." 
 Movie Just For Laughs, Prime TV, 7/9/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"A bore is a fellow who opens his mouth and puts his feats in it." 
 Henry Ford. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I am rather like a mosquito in a nudist camp; I know what I ought to do, but 
I don't know where to begin." 
 Stephen Bayne, on assuming newly created post of executive officer of 

Anglican Communion, Time, Jan. 25, 1960. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Democracy's all very well - but why give it to the people?” 
 To The Manor Born (TV comedy series). 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 2 

 “A pessimist is an optimist with additional information”. 
 

-------------õ------------- 
 

“They're just ordinary people. They put on their pants one leg at a time.” 
 TV series Golden Girls, 14 October 1988. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
An atheist is a man with no invisible means of support. 
 Fulton Sheen, Look, December 14, 1955. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Old burglars never die, they just steal away." 
 Glen Gilbreath, 72, on facing 13th robbery charge, Chicago Sun-Times, 

April 26, 1958. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
A man in love is incomplete until he has married. Then he's finished. 
 Zsa Zsa Gabor, Newsweek, March 28, 1960. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
If I walked on water, my accusers would say it is because I can't swim. 

Berti Vogts, German soccer coach. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"A gossip is one who talks to you about others, a bore is one who talks to 
you about himself; and a brilliant conversationalist is one who talks to you 
about yourself." 
 Lisa Kirk, singer, New York Journal-American, March 9, 1954. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Whatever women do they must do it twice as well as men to be thought half 
as good. Luckily, this is not difficult." 
 Charlotte Whitton, Mayor of Ottawa, Canada Month, June, 1963. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It's nature's way of telling you to slow down." 
 Madison Avenue definition of death, Newsweek, April 15, 1960. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 3 

Women want mediocre men, and men are working to be as mediocre as 
possible. 
 Margaret Mead, anthropologist, Quote, May 15, 1958. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
The problem with some people is that when they aren't drunk, they're 
sober. 

William Butler Yeats. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Time is never wasted when you're wasted all the time. 

Catherine Zandonella. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I called him 'Lombard' - Lots Of Money But A Real Dickhead". 
 Former Australian test cricketer Tim May about a former team-mate, 

February 1997. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
An alcoholic is someone who drinks too much - and you don't like anyway. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Thanks a thousand." 
 Nelson Rockefeller, 1956. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Dean Semler, Academy Award winning Australian cameraman, when 
introduced to the Queen was asked what he did. He replied that he was a 
cameraman. "I have a son-in-law who is a photographer", said the Queen. 
"And I have a brother-in-law who is a queen", said Semler. 
 7.30 Report,  TV, 18/4/91. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The story goes that when you join a surf club they line you up and throw 
bricks at you. If you duck you become a swimmer or board paddler and if 
you don't duck you become a boatie." 
 Steve Warren, champion lifesaver, who has won more events than any 

other lifesaver, January 1993. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 4 

"A neurotic is the man who builds a castle in the air. A psychotic is a man 
who lives in it. A psychiatrist is the man who collects the rent." 
 Lord Webb-Johnson, British surgeon, Look, October 4, 1955. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Beauty is only skin deep, but ugly goes right to the bone." 
 Parker's Law.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
You don't have to have been a horse to be a jockey. 

Arrigo Sacchi, Italy soccer coach, defending a meagre playing record. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"You can lead a horse to water, but if you can get him to float on his back, 
you've got something." 
 Hartley's First Law. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Consultants are mystical people who ask a company for a number and then 
give it back to them. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"No matter what goes wrong, it will probably look right." 
 Scott's First Law.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“It's not the pace of life that concerns me; it's the sudden stop at the end.” 
 Anon.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Reincarnation means that when you die you come back as a tin of 
condensed milk." 
 Alexei Sayle. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"You're as busy as a dog with two dicks." 
 From the movie White Sands. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 5 

"He's big and he's mean. He wouldn't give a blind duck a push into a pond." 
 Paul Vautin on Glen Lazarus, rugby league grand final telecast, 

27/9/92. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Take away the pain, but leave the swelling!" 
 Richie Benaud, 2nd World Series Cricket Final, 18/1/93, after Brian 

Lara had been felled by a rising ball to the groin. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Desmond Haynes, with the weight of his sticking plaster, unable to get his 
eyes up to face the umpire." 
 Richie Benaud, when DH snicked to slips and kept his head down, 

having been struck on the head the previous day, 5th Test, cricket, WI 
vs Australia, 1/93. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Vautin: "If that was a dangerous tackle, I'm Tom Cruise's twin brother!" 
Sterling: "It wasn't a dangerous tackle." 
 Interchange during rugby league match, Knights vs Canberra, 

17/2/93. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"That's like selling wheat to a blind chook." 
 Fatty Vautin, on Tony Cassato's dummy pass, rugby league Sevens 

telecast, 2/93. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
A woman drove me to drink and I didn't even have the decency to thank her. 

W.C. Fields. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Opinions are like bums – everyone’s got one.” 
 Australian Rugby League legend Bob Fulton. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Reality is an illusion that occurs due to lack of alcohol. 

Anonymous. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 6 

First commentator: "Where's Piscanov (Russian player)?" 
Second commentator: "Maybe he has." 
 Rugby league Sevens telecast, 5/2/93. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"That's great, tell him he's Pele and get him back on." 

John Lambie, Patrick Thistle soccer manager, when told a concussed 
striker did not know who he was. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The trouble is, if I go into a pub and order four beers, I only get three." 
 500 cc motorcycle rider (Kevin Schwantz?), to Barry Sheens, Channel 

10, 27/3/93. Kevin is a member of the "Pinkie Club", along with other 
500 cc motorcyclists who have lost a digit as a result of a motorcycle 
accident. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Why didn't you just belt it son? 

Gareth Southgate's mother reflects publicly on her son's penalty miss 
(British soccer). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I haven't had so much fun since I discovered the hole in the front of my 
pyjamas." 
 Competitor in off-road car rally, Channel 3 News, TV, 29/3/93. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"She did everything Astaire did - except backwards, in high heels." 
 TV news tribute to Hollywood legend Ginger Rodgers on her death at 

83, 25/4/95. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
What contemptible scoundrel has stolen the cork to my lunch? 

Tee Mans. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I've had many husbands - some of them mine." 
 Sue Cruickshanks to Trish Goddard, TV, 25/9/93. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 7 

"First you forget names, then you forget faces, then you forget to pull your 
zipper up, then you forget to pull your zipper down." 
 Leo Rosenburg, quoted in A Father's Book of Wisdom, H Jackson Brown 

Jr. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Mother and daughter are doing well. The doctor is recovering." 
 News report on a birth which took place during the horrific earthquake 

in Japan the previous week, ABC TV, 22/1/95. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"When I was a boy of fourteen, my father was so ignorant I could hardly 
stand to have the old man around. But when I got to be twenty-one, I was 
astonished at how much he had learned in seven years." 
 Mark Twain, quoted in A Father's Book of Wisdom, H Jackson Brown Jr. 

(Wit or Wisdom?) 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I'm a perfect role model for children; I'm good-looking, clean-living, 
cultured, and modest." 
 Muhammad Ali in book Muhammad Ali - His Life and Times, by 

Thomas Hauser. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Golf is a great way of spoiling a good walk." 
 Attributed to Sir James Hardy by Mike Gibson, Daily Telegraph Mirror, 

3/12/93. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I've been in training for the World Cup. I've been drinking half pints instead 
of pints." 
 English cricket umpire David Shepherd, 4/96 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Richard Keys: Well Roy, do you think that you'll have to finish above 
Manchester United to win the league? 
Roy Evans: You have to finish above everyone to win the league Richard. 
 Some soccer wit / wisdom. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 8 

 “At the moment we couldn’t hit a cow’s arse with a banjo.” 
 Sheffield United soccer manager after his team played six matches 

without scoring. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"You know what you are - an asshalf. It takes two of you to make an 
asshole." 
 Robin William's character, movie, Cadillac Man. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Sterling: "Martin Bella looks perplexed by the (referee's) decision." 
Vautin: "2+2 does that." 
 Commentators, Canterbury vs Brisbane rugby league final, 19/9/93. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“That’s Don King in one of his minimalist moods.” 
 Boxing agent Don Majeski’s observation of a King fight promotion billed 

as ‘The Greatest Event in the History of Creation’. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
When I read about the evils of drinking, I gave up reading. 

Henny Youngman. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If shit was worth anything, poor people would be born without arseholes." 
 Reggie (Eddie Murphy), in the movie Another 48 Hours. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Life is a waste of time, time is a waste of life, so get wasted all of the time 
and have the time of your life. 

Michelle Mastrolacasa. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“When I was having weight problems, Bill was asked if he’d ever shed ten 
percent of his body weight. He shot back, ‘Most Saturdays at the track.’” 
 Jeff Fenech on his promoter Bill Mordey, in book Jeff Fenech: I Love 

Youse All. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 9 

 “If you cross an atheist and a Mormon, you get someone who knocks on 
your door for no reason at all.” 
 Moderator (Campbell McComas), World Series Debating: ‘Does God 

Have a Sense of Humour?’,  ABC TV, 24/1/94 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Women like silent men. They think they're listening.” 
 Anon.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“TV is an invention that permits you to have people in your living room that 
you wouldn’t have in your home.” 
 Attributed to David Frost. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Talk about Darryl Beatty's bad luck - if he had a duck it would drown." 
 Barry Sheens, commentator, on rider in Malaysian Grand Prix, 

10/4/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Q: What do you get if you cross an insomniac with an agnostic dyslectic? 
A: Someone who lies awake all night wondering if there really is a dog. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Give the Greeks a corner and they'll build a fish and chip shop on it." 
 Comment made on sports program, following discussion of Greece's 

performance in the soccer World Cup,  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He's been a great player for France and if I were his coach I'd give him a few 
extra snails at half time." 
 Fatty Vautin, single rugby league test, Australia vs France, 6/7/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The short version is - I stuffed up the start. The long version is - I really 
stuffed up the start." 
 Skipper of the New Zealand America's Cup semi-finalist yacht, after its 

first loss in 3 months, to oneAustralia, 15/4/95. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 10 

"One is tempted to say that the Swiss are on a roll here." 
 TV commentator, Switzerland versus Romania, World Soccer Cup, 

23/6/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"What's the difference between a dog and a fox? Three drinks." 
 Dean Martin by satellite, replay of a Don Lane Show. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He saw pasture, then he said to Harrison, 'I'm going past yer'". 
 Fatty Vautin (who else), 2nd Rugby League Test, Australia vs Great 

Britain, 6/11/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"George Washington could not tell a lie; Richard Nixon could not tell the 
truth; Ronald Reagan cannot tell the difference." 
 Comedian Mort Sahl. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
I feel sorry for people who don't drink. When they wake up in the morning, 
that's as good as they're going to feel all day. 

Frank Sinatra. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
The only way we will be going to Europe is if the club splash out and take us 
all to Eurodisney. 
 Dean Holdsworth, Wimbledon (British soccer). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
She's the kind of girl who climbed the ladder of success, wrong by wrong." 
 Mae West on Jean Harlow. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"After the first round, Ali leaned over the ropes and shouted down to one of 
the TV network people, 'You guys are in trouble; ain't no way you're gonna 
get all your commercials in.'" 
 Describing Ali's fight against Jean-Pierre Coopman, in book 

Muhammad Ali - His Life and Times, by Thomas Hauser. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 11 

Husbands are like fires. They go out when unattended. 
 Zsa Zsa Gabor, Newsweek, March 28, 1960. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He couldn't ad lib a fart after a baked beans dinner." 
 Johnny Carson on Chevy Chase. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
I'd rather have a bottle in front of me, than a frontal lobotomy. 

Tom Waits. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"When they circumcised Herbert Samuel, they threw away the wrong bit." 
 Lloyd George. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Switzerland have the white cross. Romania might need the Red Cross." 
 TV commentator, Switzerland versus Romania, World Soccer Cup, 

23/6/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Last time I saw him he was walking down Lovers' Lane holding his own 
hand." 
 Comedian Fred Allen on fellow comedian Jack Benny. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"A triumph of the embalmer's art." 
 Gore Vidal on Ronald Reagan. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Mick Jagger has child-bearing lips. I once saw him suck an egg out of a 
chicken." 
 Comedienne Joan Rivers. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He was one of those people who would be enormously improved by death." 
 Author H H Munro on man-about-town Edward Waldo Plumley. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 12 

"It was one of those plays in which all the actors unfortunately enunciated 
very clearly." 
 Critic Robert Benchley. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
The score is Sunderland nil, Leicester nil, the temperature is nil (32 
degrees) and the entertainment value is not much above nil. 

Sunderland v Leicester, Radio 5 Live (British soccer). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He must have been a frightfully good shot." 
 Noel Coward when told an acquaintance had blown his brains out. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I could dance with you till the cows come home. On second thoughts, I'd 
rather dance with the cows till you come home." 
 Groucho Marx. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
24 hours in a day, 24 beers in a case. Coincidence? 

Stephen Wright. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He has Van Gogh's ear for music." 
 Orson Welles on Donny Osmond. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I've had a wonderful evening, but this wasn't it." 
 Groucho Marx to Hollywood hostess. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Pompous party goer sneering at a fellow guest: "I can't bear fools." 
Dorothy Parker: "That's odd. Your mother could." 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"To err is Truman." 
 Columnist Walter Winchell, on former US President Harry S Truman. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 13 

 “You have to stay in shape. My grandmother, she started walking five miles 
a day when she was 60. She's 97 today and we don't know where she is.” 
 Anon.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Richard Nixon told us he was going to take crime out of the streets. He did - 
he took it into the White House." 
 Richard Abernathy. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I remember, Ali had a favourite line he'd use when I called. I'd ask, 'How are 
you doing, Ali?' And he'd say, 'Aw, just another nigger trying to get bigger.' 
So one day he asked how I was, and I told him, 'Aw, just another Jew trying 
to get through.' He loved it; he just about fell on the floor laughing." 
 Barry Frank, a financial adviser, in book Muhammad Ali - His Life and 

Times, by Thomas Hauser. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
On being told that British Labour politician Aneurin Bevan was his own 
worst enemy, his colleague Ernest Bevin replied: "Not while I'm alive, he's 
not." 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Can I borrow your brain, Tuffnell? I'm building an idiot." 
 Spectator to Phil Tuffnell, English spin bowler, England vs Prime 

Minister's XI, 11/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Interviewer: "How many husbands have you had?" 
Zsa Zsa Gabor: "You mean apart from my own?" 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"She showed the whole gamut of emotions from A to B." 
 Dorothy Parker on Katharine Hepburn. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I did not attend his funeral; but I wrote a nice letter saying I approved of it." 
 Mark Twain. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 14 

You can't be a real country unless you have a beer and an airline. It helps if 
you have some kind of a football team, or some nuclear weapons, but at the 
very least you need a beer. 

Frank Zappa. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If I could walk like that, I'd walk everywhere I went." 
 Paul Newman, as Governor Earl Long, on first seeing stripper Blaze 

Starr, in the movie Blaze, NBN3, 16/12/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Hostess: "Do you have to go so early?" 
Actor Leonard Rossite: "No. It's purely a matter of choice." 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Earl of Sandwich: "Sir, you will either die of pox or on the gallows." 
John Wilkes: "That depends on whether I embrace your lordship's mistress 
or your lordship's principles." 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He's a modest little man with much to be modest about." 
 Winston Churchill on Labour Prime Minister Clement Attlee. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Just knock off the references to racial origins, you big Limey bastard."  
 Irish character in movie Bad Behaviour, SBS television, 19/12/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
I think having Wasps around here as well gives us that little buzz around 
the place. 

Ray Wilkins on the QPR-Wasps ground share (British soccer). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Your backside!" 
 Larrikin commentator and former world motorcycle champion Barry 

Sheens, when asked by his co-commentator Darryl Eastlake "What goes 
through your head (when you crash)?", Italian 500 cc Motorcycle Grand 
Prix 11/6/95. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 15 

"There is no way Gooch is going to injure anyone - unless he gives them the 
Danny Morrison head-butt." 
 Richie Benaud, commentator, before last 5 overs of the Australian 

second innings, Third Cricket Test vs England. Light was poor and the 
fast bowlers were replaced with spinners so that the batsmen would not 
be "in danger of serious injury". The comment was made when Gooch, a 
slow to medium pacer, was given the ball and the umpires conferred. 
Sydney, 5/1/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Lady Astor: "If you were my husband, I would put poison in your coffee." 
Winston Churchill: "Madam, if you were my wife, I would drink it." 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I never forget a face, but in your case I'll make an exception." 
 Groucho Marx to a woman, at a party, who insisted that they had met 

before. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Always remember that I have taken more out of alcohol than alcohol has 
taken out of me. 

Winston Churchill. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I guess they knew about my divorce from Loni and realised I had no 
money." 
 Burt Reynolds, after two Los Angeles muggers knocked him down, then 

ran off when they recognised him.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
" . . the day of the fight, I gave my wife a very sexy blue negligee. And I told 
her, 'I want you to wear this tonight, because after the fight you'll be 
sleeping with the heavyweight champion of the world.' And when the fight 
was over, after I'd gotten stitched up, twenty-three stitches, I went back to 
the hotel. I was pretty much exhausted. And my wife was in the room, 
waiting for me, wearing the negligee. And she said to me, 'Okay, bigshot. Do 
I go over to the champ's room, or does he come to see me?'" 
 Chuck Wepner, one of Muhammad Ali's lesser opponents, in book 

Muhammad Ali - His Life and Times, by Thomas Hauser. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 16 

She looked as if butter wouldn't melt in her mouth - or anywhere else." 
 Elsa Manchester on Maureen O'Hara. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Jack Russell running out on the field, dare I say it, like a terrier." 
 Ian Chappell, commentator, 3rd Cricket Test, Australia vs England, 

Sydney, 3/1/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"By all means marry; if you get a good wife, you'll become happy; if you get a 
bad one, you'll become a philosopher." 
 Socrates, quoted in A Father's Book of Wisdom, H Jackson Brown Jr. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"How could they tell?" 
 Dorothy Parker, on being told that former US President Calvin Coolidge 

was dead. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"From the moment I picked up your book until I laid it down, I was 
convulsed with laughter. Some day I intend reading it." 
 Groucho Marx. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We've got the kind of President who thinks arms control means some kind 
of deodorant." 
 Pat Schroeder on Ronald Reagan. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"This is not a novel to be tossed aside lightly. It should be thrown with great 
force." 
 Dorothy Parker. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
When Muhammad Ali first met the Beatles: "He looked at them and said, 
'You guys ain't as dumb as you look.' And John Lennon looked him right in 
the eye and told him, 'No, but you are.'" 
 Book, Muhammad Ali - His Life and Times, by Thomas Hauser. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 17 

Fat lady: "Oh, I just love nature." 
Groucho Marx: "That's loyalty, after what nature did to you." 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
A receiver is someone who arrives after the battle, and shoots the survivors. 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
If Moses wanted to part the Red Sea today, he'd have to carry out an EIS 
first. 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Aeroplanes." 
 Guest Jack Dee, replying to Andrew Denton's question 'What is it that 

brings you to Australia?', Andrew Denton Show, TV, 16/3/95. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I'm not upset about my divorce. I'm only upset that I'm not a widow." 
 Roseanne Arnold, on her much publicised separation from Tom. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
This is an unusual Scotland side because they have good players. 

Praise for the Under-21s soccer team from Javier Clemente, Spain's 
coach. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Well, for one thing, I find that I no longer win every golf game I play." 
 Former President of the United States, George Bush.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I didn't hear the question so I'll say yes." 
 David Coulthard, pre-race interview at the Belgian GP. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
To beer, the cause of, and solution to, all of life's problems. 

Homer J. Simpson. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 18 

"You lived to tell the tale, did you?" 
 Prince Charles, when told by a royal subject, during a housing project 

visit, that he had met Princess Diana.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"What's nice about haemorrhoids is that you forget the rheumatism." 
 One of the (ageing) Musketeers, in the movie D'Artagnan's Daughter, 

September 1995 (compare with “When you've been worried by a wasp, 
don't you just love a fly?”, from the Olivier film A Voyage Around My 
Father.) 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Letting the banks de-regulate is like letting Dracula take charge of the 
blood banks." 
 Pensioners' association spokesperson, A Current Affair, TV, 11/7/95 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Behind every successful man stands a proud wife and surprised mother-in-
law." 
 Brooks Hays, quoted in A Father's Book of Wisdom, H Jackson Brown 

Jr. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I can levitate birds - but nobody cares.” and . . 
If it wasn't for gravity, birds would stay up there when they died - the sky 
would be full of dead birds.” and . . 
Thank God birds don't get tickled by feathers." 
 American comic Steven Wright, on birds, ABC TV, 30/4/95. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
If you ever reach total enlightenment while drinking beer, I bet it makes 
beer shoot out your nose. 

Jack Handy. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Without question, the greatest invention in the history of mankind is beer. 
Oh, I grant you that the wheel was also a fine invention, but the wheel does 
not go nearly as well with pizza. 

Dave Barry. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 19 

Beer is proof that God loves us and wants us to be happy. 
Benjamin Franklin. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
(on self esteem) "I don't really care much about myself at all. I think if I saw 
me at a party I'd go home immediately." and . . 
(on sex) "To me it seems, even within marriage, it's a pretty weird thing to do 
and I've never really felt comfortable doing it. It's not without pleasure. I just 
never felt that it was appropriate behaviour. I still don't." and . . 
(on not having children) "They poo all the time, they're noisy, they're selfish. 
And they might look like me." and . . 
(on the gay movement) "I don't see any merit in being gay. In fact I don't see 
any merit in being heterosexual either. I mean what an admission to say 
you are ruled by your dick." 
 Excerpts from an interview with Clive Robertson, Daily Telegraph 

Mirror, 10/6/95. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"One can survive anything these days except death." 
 Oscar Wilde (1854 - 1900). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We walked and talked. Sometimes - we stood still and talked - that's like 
walking with your legs together." and . . 
"Seven million Jews killed. I couldn't get it in perspective. 'Perhaps it is 
God's will,' says Hall. 'I never knew he left a will,' I said." and . . 
"'As for 'arry Lauder, he was a mean bugger. If he was a ghost, he'd be too 
mean to give you a fright.'" and . . 
"'Why do people take an instant dislike to him?' 'It saves time', I said." 
 Excerpts, book, Goodbye Soldier, Spike Milligan. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
There are some great defenders here, I just don't know their names. 

David Ginola of Spurs and France (soccer). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If I wasn't scared of catching your accent, I'd move in." 
 Roger Daltry, of the Who, to Darryl Somers, Hey! Hey! It's Saturday, TV, 

29/7/95  

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 20 

"To qualify for the Commonwealth Ministry it seems necessary, in relation to 
home affairs, to be blind in one eye, deaf in both ears, and addicted to every 
cliché in the book, except, perhaps, "Please adjust your dress before 
leaving." 
 Statement in the Australian Parliament by Albert Grassby, Labor - 

NSW, October 1971, quoted in book The Hansard Papers, Michael Guy. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Give me a woman who loves beer and I will conquer the world. 

Kaiser Wilhelm. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Fata's blown them off there!" 
 Fatty Vautin, referring to a try by Kiwi, Misi Fata (pronounced ‘Farta’), 

rugby league Sevens telecast, 2/93. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
It's sod's law. Now I've got time to improve my golf it's the wrong time of year. 

Howard Wilkinson when sacked by Leeds soccer team. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If it wasn't for bad luck, I'd have no luck at all." 
 Blues singer Albert King, in the song Born Under a Bad Sign. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Thank you Mr Speaker, for that wise ruling. It seems rather odd that a 
Speaker who is so wise on most occasions can occasionally lapse into this 
fault of not being able to see the difference between an affirmative motion 
and the negative of it. This is the thing that amazes me, Sir. I know how 
sage and wise you are on most occasions but here we have this inexplicable 
lapse on your part - a lapse I cannot account for because you are not a silly 
person. You do not look stupid. In my experience you have never behaved as 
though you had not your fair share of brain power. It seems to me 
extraordinary that you cannot see that the second amendment is a direct 
negative of the first amendment. This is no reflection on you, Sir, but the 
most stupid chairman of any kindergarten club would be able to see that my 
argument is valid." 
 Statement in the Australian Parliament by Clyde Cameron, Labor - SA, 

May 1970, quoted in book The Hansard Papers, Michael Guy. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 21 

"When Mike dropped me I heard the ref say, "five". I thought, 'Damn, I didn't 
hear one, two, three or four. This man counts fast.'" 
 Former World heavyweight champion Buster Mathis, after he was 

knocked out by Mike Tyson, 1994. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He thinks defence is what goes around de house." 
 Commentator’s view on boxer, Olympic Games, 27/7/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I keep looking in the mirror and wondering who that old bastard is. If I 
knew I was going to live this long I would have taken better care of my body. 
My mind keeps writing cheques my body can't cash." 
 Australian entertainer Barry Crocker, on his 60th birthday, quoted in 

the Telegraph Mirror, 31/10/95. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It's a great portrait. I just wish it wasn't mine." 
 Former Senator Graham Richardson, about his caricature-like portrait, 

when asked by the artist if he liked it, 12/95. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
You know you're drunk when you fall off the floor. 

Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I don't drink any more. Of course I don't drink any less either." 
 Famous line by hard-living entertainer Dean Martin (born Dino Paul 

Crocetti), born 1917, died Christmas Day 1995. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“He who laughs last thinks slowest.” 
 Anon.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I said 'Good morning' to someone today and he said 'Not a problem.'" 
 Barry Humphries, decrying the over-use of 'in-vogue' conversational 
clichés, interview on ABC radio, 27/12/95. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 22 

"No junk mail. Especially from the butcher!" 
 Seen on a letter box in Carrington, 18/4/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"For ageing boxers, first your legs go, then your reflexes go, then your 
friends go." 
 Willie Pep, two-times world featherweight boxing champion. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"A husband is what's left of a lover when the nerve is extracted." 
 Senator Gareth Evans, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 15/2/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The soufflé doesn't rise twice." 
 Australian Prime Minister Paul Keating, on Andrew Peacock's second 

challenge for the leadership of the Liberal party. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Working with a major studio is like making love to a porcupine - it's one 
prick against a hundred." 
 Attributed by Robin Williams to Chuck Jones, in an interview with Ray 

Martin, Channel 9, 9/4/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Atheism is a non-prophet organisation." and . . 
"Gravity brings me down." 
 The Penguin Book of Jokes From Cyberspace, Phillip Adams & Patrice 

Newell. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He could charm the flies off a turd." 
 Political commentator Alan Ramsay on former Labor party minister 

Graham Richardson ("Richo"), March 1996. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The last time I was inside a woman was when I visited the Statue of 
Liberty." 
 Woody Allen's character, movie, Crimes and Misdemeanours. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 23 

"Don't be humble: you're not that great." 
 Golda Meir. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I've been thinking about Heaven and God. They say God is not a man or a 
woman, and not black or white. I've been thinking about that and I fear 
Michael Jackson must be God." 
 George Burns impersonator, after George's 100th birthday, Melbourne, 

2/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I'll bend down and bite your head off!", said American baseball umpire 
George Maggerkurth. "If you do you'll have more brains in your stomach 
than in your head", replied team manager Leo Durocher. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"At this stage when we are discussing the Apple and Pear Stabilisation Bill I 
think it is appropriate to say that the problem was not created in the 
Garden of Eden by eating the apple. It was created on the ground by the 
pair." 
 Statement in the Australian Parliament by Senator Bertie Milliner 

Beazley, Labor - Qld, October 1971, quoted in book The Hansard 
Papers, Michael Guy. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
And God said, "Let there be vodka!" And He saw that it was good. Then God 
said, "Let there be light!" And then He said, "Whoa - too much light." 

Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Because I get grumpy if I don't." 
 English mountaineer Doug Scott when asked by an interviewer "Why 

do you climb mountains?" interview on ABC radio, 10/6/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I don't know where they're from - but they're in trouble." 
 Dream Team's Charles Barkley, when told that Antigua was their first 

opponent at the Barcelona Olympics, 1992. Leading 46: 1 at one stage, 
the Dream Team coasted to win 116:48. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 24 

"I'm very excited. Her mother is extremely beautiful. But she (baby daughter 
Rayne) is beautiful, so gorgeous she makes her mother look like a yard dog." 
 World heavyweight boxing champion Mike Tyson, trying hard to 

compare his beautiful daughter with his beautiful girl friend, Monica 
Turner, about 4/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
I know where he should have put his flag up, and he'd have got plenty of 
help. 

Ron Atkinson at Stamford Bridge (British soccer). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Some people are like a callus. They always show up when the work is 
finished." 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The only good balls I ever hit was when I stepped on the garden rake." 
 Kinky Friedman on golf, in his book The Kinky Friedman Crime Club. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The English may not like music, but they absolutely love the noise it 
makes." 
 Sir Thomas Beecham, conductor, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, New 

York Herald Tribune, March 9, 1961. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Suppose you were an idiot and suppose you were a member of Congress. 
But I repeat myself." 
 Mark Twain. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Always forgive your enemies - nothing annoys them so much." 
 Oscar Wilde. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
You're not drunk if you can lie on the floor without holding on. 

Dean Martin. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 25 

"There's the nose. It's a nasty cut." 
"It's a nasty nose." 
 Interchange between commentators at the boxing match between 

Australian Justin Crawford and Russian Alexander Lebziak, Olympic 
Games, 27/7/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It is ill-mannered to silence a fool, and cruelty to let him go on." 
 Benjamin Franklin. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Some people don't have much to say, but you have to listen a long time to 
find out." 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Unlucky? If I fell into a barrel of breasts, I'd come up sucking my thumb." 
 Attributed to someone from The Footy Show, TV, 6/97. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"In Holland we have a saying: if your grandmother had a penis, then she'd 
be your grandpa." 
 Chelsea soccer coach Ruud Gullit. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"My father died at home, 56, mowing the lawn. Apparently it's hereditary, so 
I've given up mowing the lawn." 
 Simon Madden, Australian Rules football legend, 1997. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Kelvin Jeffs had all the pull of an armless dentist." 
 Quoted from newspapers by Wally Lewis, Channel 7 sports program, 

13/7/97 (of a rugby league referee). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
'If he was a street, he'd be a dead end." 
 Australian comic Brian Doyle, of Australian politician Alexander 

Downer, 28/9/97. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 26 

"If you're my wife, I'm at the flower shop. If you're my mistress you were 
great. If you're my (co-coach) Roger Gould, I'm thinking about those 
lineouts. If you're the press I've got no comment." 
 Answering machine message of Damien Reidy, coach of Wests Rugby 

Union team in Sydney, 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
To some its a six-pack, to me it's a support group. 

Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I used to be snow white but I drifted." 
 Mae West, 1893 to 1980. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"No matter how great your triumphs or how tragic your defeats, 
approximately one billion Chinese couldn't care less." 
 Lazlo's Chinese Relativity Axiom. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Henry Blowfel: " . . and I think that sign from Bill meant that there is one 
ball to go." 
Fred Trueman: "I hope so." 
 Radio commentary, Australia versus England, Third Cricket Test, end of 

1st session, 4th day, 6/7/97. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I spent a lot of my money on booze, birds and fast cars. The rest I just 
squandered." 
 Soccer legend and hell-raiser George Best. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Beer - because one doesn't solve the world's problems over white wine! 

Brent Roper. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Any woman silly enough to marry me is too silly for me to marry." 
 Young country fellow, "Our World", NBN3 Television, 14/6/98. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 27 

 “An optimist thinks that this is the best possible world. A pessimist fears 
that this is true.” 
 Anon.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"In the wilds we lost our corkscrew and were compelled to live on food and 
water for several days." 
 W. C. Fields. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
The referee was booking everyone. I thought he was filling in his lottery 
numbers. 

Ian Wright (British soccer). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He's a fat, ill-mannered Geordie slob who has urinated a glorious, God-
given talent against numerous walls. He believes this gift, now in terminal 
decline, confers upon him the freedom to betray managers, coaches and 
colleagues with drunken antics which heap shame on his clubs and 
country. 
 English columnist Ian Wooldridge on errant soccer wonder-boy Paul 

Gascoigne. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Thank goodness he seems to have made a full physical recovery, though. 
He answered all the questions about date of birth, day of the week and 
month of the year that were put to him - first time and without hesitation. I 
am doubly delighted there is nothing wrong with his memory because he 
still owes me 50 quid." 
 Manager Jess Harding, expressing concern for his fighter Spencer 

Oliver after that fighter recovered from a life-threatening blood clot 
sustained in his last fight. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Mr Baer, do you want me to get the house doctor?" 
"No, kid, get me a people doctor." 

Last words of Maxie Baer, world heavyweight boxing champion of the 
1930s, when he collapsed with a fatal heart attack on the floor of a 
plush hotel in Phoenix, Arizona. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 28 

"Campo took the team to Bethlehem and showed them where he was born." 
 Jeff Sayle, on Australian Rugby Union legend David Campese, during 

the Jerusalem Sevens Rugby tournament. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I can't believe he's dumping me, his buddy for seven years, for a kid he's 
never seen before." 
 Tongue-in-cheek comment by Paul Haarhuis after the top seed Dutch 

tennis doubles partnership had to scratch from the US Open when 
Jacco Eltingh flew back to be with his wife for the premature birth of 
son Lars. Reported in Daily Telegraph, 4/9/98. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The nearest they have got to life in the fast lane is the 6 items and less 
queue at the supermarket." 
 Alexei Sayle. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I'm keeping my chins up." 
 HUGE rugby league football front row forward Glenn Lazarus when 

asked how he felt about missing his team's finals games due to injury, 
4/9/98. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I spend all day looking for testicles and having a ball." 
 Chicken sexer on Chooks, Their Lives and Their Lovers, SBS TV, 

25/10/98. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I know the Virginia players are smart because you need a 1500 SAT to get 
in. I have to drop bread crumbs to get our players to and from class" 
 George Raveling, Washington State basketball coach. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Most people would give their left arm for it. I know Jack Newton would." 
 Andrew Johns, when asked if he was enjoying the good life that fame 

in Rugby League had given him, 19/3/00 (Jack Newton, a friend of 
Andrew, is the former Australian golfing champion who lost his arm 
when he walked into an aeroplane propeller). 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 29 

"He was so tight there were only two things he would give you - a handshake 
and a homing pigeon." 
 Quoting an Australian "bushie", in Australia All Over, ABC radio 

31/1/99. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Revenge is sweet but not fattening." and . . 
"Tony, yawning and stretching but not getting any longer." 
 From book Goodbye Soldier, Spike Milligan. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Some businessmen think that ethics is a cricket team in England." 
 George Knox, Newcastle Business Club, 9/3/99. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He's like raw sugar - sweet but unrefined." 
 One elderly resident describing another, Hawkins Masonic Village, 

Jacaranda House, 8/4/99. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"A jerk on one end of the line, waiting for a jerk on the other.” 
 Robert Hughes, author and historian, on fishing, 10/99. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Military intelligence is a contradiction of terms." 
 Groucho Marx.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"So, naturalists observe, a flea 

Hath smaller fleas that on him prey; 
And these have smaller fleas to bite 'em 

And so proceed ad infinitum." 
Jonathan Swift. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"An economist is someone who sees something working in practice and 
wonders whether it will work in theory." 
 Ian Runge, in Capital Strategy Letter, #99/1. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 30 

"The mere thought of cremation turned him ashen." 
 Book Madder Music, Peter De Vries 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"God gave us all a penis and a brain, but only enough blood to use one at a 
time." 
 Robin Williams, comedian (and sage). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If life were fair Elvis would be alive and all of the impersonators would be 
dead." 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I went to the dentist. I said, 'My teeth are turning yellow, what should I do?' 
He said, 'Wear a brown tie'." 
 Arnie Schwarzenneger, interview, 1999.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"When you're younger you get the girl. When you get to my age you get the 
parts." 
 Michael Caine, being interviewed on his role in the movie Cider House 

Rules.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Accept that some days you are the pigeon, and some days you are the 
statue.” 
 Anon.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"No ... wise is too good a word for Gazza." 
 Everton coach on rogue British soccer player Paul Gascoigne, when 

asked "Do you think Gazza has come back any wiser?", Fox Sport News, 
21/7/00. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like bananas." 
 Anon  

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 31 

"Australian lawyers in general are so inefficient because of the obnoxious in-
house monopoly they operate under. They couldn't compete with the talking 
horse, Mr Ed." 
 Anti-lawyer ranter and Queensland Legal Reform Group director 

Robert Bond, on NSW Attorney-General Bob Debus' push for lawyers to 
storm into Asia, July 2000. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I drink Champagne when I'm happy and when I'm sad. Sometimes I drink it 
when I'm alone. When I have company, I consider it obligatory. I trifle with it 
if I'm not hungry and drink it when I am. Otherwise I never touch it - unless 
I'm thirsty." 
 Madame Bollinger, one of the grandes dames of Champagne. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"That all depends, sir, upon whether I embrace your principles or your 
mistress." 
 Retort by Disraeli to Gladstone when, at a social gathering, the latter 

said to him "I predict, sir, that you will die either by hanging or of some 
vile disease." 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
""Brothers-in-law are like seeds. They come with the tomato." 
 Interviewee, Strike Me Lucky, ABC TV documentary on Australian 

comedian Roy Rene ("Mo"), 16/9/00. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Any member introducing a dog into the Society's premises shall be liable to 
a fine of one pound. Any animal leading a blind person shall be deemed to 
be a cat." 
 Rule 46, Oxford Union Society. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I want to be buried face down so that the world can kiss my arse." 
 Bob Knight, US basketball coach.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Push, push, push." 
 Sign on the door of the delivery room at a maternity hospital. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 32 

"Now they are giving every male Olympic athlete 51 condoms for their visit to 
Sydney. Remember when it was fashionable for Olympic athletes to show 
friendship by exchanging pins?" 
 Jerry Greene, writing in the Orlando Sentinel.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Every time I got divorced they kept the house.' 
 Willie Pep, former featherweight boxing great, six times married, in 

explaining that the greatest mistake he made in life was always 
marrying good housekeepers.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"That's one thing about my life; it has a great soundtrack." 
 Book, The Woman Who Walked Into Doors, Roddy Doyle.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Oliver Wendell Holmes once attended a meeting in which he was the 
shortest man present. “Dr. Holmes,” quipped a friend, “I should think you’d 
feel rather small among us big fellows.” “I do,” retorted Holmes, “I feel like a 
dime among a lot of pennies.”  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“The years from 39 to 40 are the best 10 years of a woman’s life.” 

Swami Sarasvati 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Manchester United take more in programme sales than we take on the gate. 

Lawrie McMenemy, Southampton (British soccer). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Two Andy Gorams, there's only two Andy Gorams..." 

Kilmarnock soccer fans to the Rangers keeper after he had been 
diagnosed with mild schizophrenia. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Outside of a dog, a book is a man's best friend. Inside of a dog, it's too dark 
to read."  
 Groucho Marx. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 33 

 “Dan Crowley is living proof that no-one is a complete waste of space . . . 
you can always serve as a bad example.” 
 Australian Rugby Union great John Eales, ‘returning serve’ to his fellow 

retiring Wallaby team mate at a players’ association lunch, 12/01. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Chamberlain agreed to the fight . . . Everything had been negotiated; all we 
needed were the signatures. I was sitting in the Astrodome with Ali and Fred 
Hofheinz, waiting for Wilt and his lawyer so we could do a press conference 
announcing the fight. And I said to Ali, 'Ali, shut your mouth. Let's get him 
signed to the contract before you start riding him.' Ali told me, 'Don't worry.' 
Then Chamberlain comes in and Ali shouts, 'Timber!' Chamberlain turns 
white, goes into the next room with his lawyer, comes out and says he's not 
fighting." 
 Bob Arum describing how the 7'2" and 275 lb basketball legend Wilt 

Chamberlain, who had wanted to fight Muhammad Ali, changed his 
mind, in book Muhammad Ali - His Life and Times, by Thomas Hauser. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“I played in so many strip joints, I was twenty-one years old before I ever saw 
a naked woman from the front.” 
 Tenor sax jazz musician Brew Moore. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It's like chasing a girl. The chase is the fun part. Then when you get there 
you find out how difficult she is." 

 Jim Courier on the delights of being a tennis No 1. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
There are 70 million books in American libraries, but the one I want to read 
is always out.  
 Tom Masson (1866-1934). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It's only dates we (financial forecasters) have the problem with." and . . 
"Those who live by the crystal ball are destined to die of a surfeit of ground 
glass." 
 David Clark, of the Financial Review, Hunter Valley Research 

Foundation breakfast, 5/2/93. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 34 

Sometimes when I reflect back on all the beer I drink I feel ashamed. Then I 
look into the glass and think about the workers in the brewery and all of 
their hopes and dreams. If I didn't drink this beer, they might be out of work 
and their dreams would be shattered. Then I say to myself, "It is better that I 
drink this beer and let their dreams come true than be selfish and worry 
about my liver." 

Jack Handy. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
By the end he was knackered-o. I think that's the Spanish for it. 
 Kevin Keegan's view of Asprilla's first game. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“A fool and his money are soon partying.” 
 Anon.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"They've knicknamed me Ena Sharples because my head was never out of 
the net." 
 Ian Thain, non-League Keith's goalkeeper, after conceding 10 goals in a 

Scottish Cup tie against Rangers. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Never trust a skinny cook." 
 Advice by a huge Japanese sumo wrestler, to a group of Australian 

school children, 7/6/97. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Pakistan are constantly accused of losing matches in return for money, but 
attempting to throw a Test against England is not a task that anyone could 
undertake with confidence." 
 Martin Johnson of the London Telegraph, on England's disastrous tour 

of Pakistan. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Because every time I f*** your wife, she gives me a biscuit.” 
 Portly Zimbabwean bowler, after scoring consecutive fours, against 

expectations, and in reply to the frustrated Australian bowler’s “Why 
are you so fat?”. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 35 

My name is Nick. My father thought of it shaving. 
Movie Top Secret. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The older I get, the better I used to be." 
 Anon.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
The Hare Krishna rushed in to tell the priest: “My karma ran over your 
dogma.”  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“I don’t mind dying – I just don’t want to be there when it happens.” 
 Spike Milligan.                                              

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“If it doesn’t fart or eat hay, she is not interested.” 
 “Oh, well said sir!” The irrepressible Duke of Edinburgh, Prince Philip, 

on Princess Anne’s love of horses. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Stuff him … what can he press?” 
 Arthur Shannos, Australian gold medallist weightlifter at the 1962 

Commonwealth Games in Perth, Australia, when asked if he was going 
to see the visiting Duke of Edinburgh.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Education is the process of moving from cocksure ignorance to thoughtful 
uncertainty.” 
 Utvich’s Observation, from 1,001 Logical Laws, Accurate Axioms, 

Profound Principles, Trusty Truisms, Homey Homilies, Colorful 
Corollaries, Quotable Quotes, and Rambunctious Ruminations for All 
Walks of Life by Peers, Bennett and Booth. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“I told you I was ill.” 
 Inscription on Spike Milligan’s gravestone, at his request. His other 

request, to be buried in a washing machine, was denied. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 36 

 “Familiarity breeds consent.” 
 Anon.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“People in groups tend to agree on courses of action which, as individuals, 
they know are stupid.” 
 The Abilene Paradox, from 1,001 Logical Laws, Accurate Axioms, 

Profound Principles, Trusty Truisms, Homey Homilies, Colorful 
Corollaries, Quotable Quotes, and Rambunctious Ruminations for All 
Walks of Life by Peers, Bennett and Booth. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“God made Adam and Eve, not Adam and Steve.” 
 Catholic Archbishop Pell, commenting on his refusal to give 

communion to gay and lesbian activists, Sydney, 19/5/02. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“You make a millionaire by giving someone two million and telling them to 
start a vineyard.” 
 Actor and vigneron Sam Neill, quoting a saying popular in Kiwi wine 

circles. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Yes, I can’t find a bar.” 
 Reply by Black Sabbath’s Ozzy Osbourne to the question “Do you have 

a drink problem?” 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“It will lift the IQ of both countries!” 
 Former New Zealand Prime Minister Robert Muldoon, commenting on 

the migration of Kiwis to Australia. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I believe that forgiving them is God's function. Our job is simply to arrange 
the meeting."  
 General Norman Schwartzkopf, when asked in an interview if he didn't 

think there was room for forgiveness toward the people who had 
harboured and abetted the terrorists who perpetrated the 9/11/2001 
attacks on America. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 37 

 “He doesn’t know the meaning of the word fear … he doesn’t know the 
meaning of a few other words, too.” 
 Australia’s great Rugby League coach, Jack Gibson, on tough 

Parramatta forward Ray Price, 1984.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Most of my life I have been convalescing from the long illness of youth.” 
 Barry Humphries. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“I know that this defies the law of gravity but, you see, I never studied law.” 
 Bugs Bunny. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“You had to go out in the hall to change your mind.” 
 Ray Charles Orchestra member Charles Patten, recalling nights on the 

road in small, cheap motel rooms, sharing their sleep with the band’s 
instruments. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“I’m offended by all the dumb blonde jokes because I know I’m not dumb, 
and I also know I’m not blonde.” 
 Dolly Parton. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"When travelling, always carry a flagon of whiskey in case of snakebite and 
furthermore always carry a small snake." 
 W.C. Fields. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“When they used to do my face before a show they called it make-up. Now 
it’s called special effects.” 
 Bob Hope, in his later years. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“The world does not need another great painter. What it needs is a good 
moustache.” 
 Salvador Dali. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 38 

 “The only difference between a pit pony and a cadet mining engineer was 
that the pit pony was allowed to go around all day with its dick hanging 
out.” 
 Retired (coal) mining engineer Norm Springer, reflecting on his early 

days as a cadet. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Surprise me.” 
 Bob Hope, when near death, and asked if he wanted to be buried or 

cremated. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“You can always count on Americans to do the right thing -- after they've 
tried everything else.” 
 Winston Churchill 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Harder to pick than a broken nose.” 
 Judge ‘Dicko’, trying to select a winner, ‘Australian Idol’ talent 

program, Australian TV, 27/10/03. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Hey, man. You know what it looks like – go fetch it.” 
 Great West Indies batsman Viv Richards, to the bowler, after belting the 

ball out of the park and into the river. This frustrated bowler had 
previously snarled at Viv, after he had repeatedly beaten him for pace, 
“It’s round, it’s red, and it’s got six stitches in it.” 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“A lot of nuns in a rugger scrum.” 
 A description of the Sydney Opera House, attributed to the great 

English actor, Robert Morley.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“I tried to talk to the ref but it is easier to get to see the Pope. If I’m in 
London again and I get mugged I hope the same number of people turn up 
to protect me. There were six police, four stewards, and even a UN peace 
observer out there.” 
 Southampton (soccer) manager Gordon Strachan. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 39 

 “Don’t search for hidden meanings in my paintings. What is behind my 
paintings is the wall.” 
 Rene Magritte, Belgian Surrealist painter, 1898 - 1967. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“There’s many a man broke his nose with his mouth.” 
 Comedian Billy Connolly. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Bowl the bastard a grand piano and see if he can play that instead.” 
 Stephen Harold Gascoigne, aka ‘Yabba’, famous cricket heckler at the 

Sydney Cricket Ground, when a batsman continually played and 
missed. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“I’d usually be high enough to hunt ducks with a rake.” 
 Reformed drug addict, composer and musician, Steve Earle, “Enough 

Rope”, ABC television, 5/4/04. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I have one rule in life. After the age of 70, never pass a lavatory or a lift." 
 Harold McGlynn, Past President of Newcastle Tattersall's Club, 12 

November 1991. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Golf is a game who's aim it is to hit a very small ball into an even smaller 
hole with weapons singularly ill-designed for the purpose." 
 Winston Churchill. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Be back in 5 minutes. Sit! Stay!” 
 Sign at a veterinarian’s office. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“We had nicknames like Scarface and Toothless – and those were just the 
cheerleaders.” 
 Frank Layden, former coach of the Utah Jazz basketball team, on how 

tough his Brooklyn high school was. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 40 

 “Goddamn, a man could hurt himself around this goddamn place. Man, 
when I go down that Conrod Straight, my balls are as big as melons. But 
when I get to the top of that mountain, they’re like snow peas.” 
 Veteran American driver Johnny Rutherford describing Australia’s 

Mount Panorama motor racing circuit. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“I hope you’re all Republicans.” 
 American President Ronald Reagan, to surgeons as he was wheeled 

into the operating room, March, 1981. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“You know you’ve hit rock bottom when even drag is a drag.” 
 Homosexual in TV mini-series ‘Angels in America’. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“The only highlight he’s got tonight is in his hair.” 
 Australian commentator on stylishly coiffured South African rugby 

union player Percy Montgomery, Tri-nations Test, Australia versus 
South Africa, 21/8/04. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Once, arriving home from a frosty evening match, he climbed into bed, only 
for wife Barbara to exclaim: “God, your feet are freezing.” “Now, now love,” 
Clough replied, “you can call me Brian when we’re in bed.”” 
 The late Brian Clough, renowned England soccer player and coach and, 

some say, the best never to have managed England. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Ted: I often get confused with Sean Connery. 
Dick (joking): I get confused with Robert Redford. 
(Octogenarian) Roger: I just get confused. 
 Australian Coal Preparation Society Chairman’s Dinner, 17/11/04. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Pressure? I’ll tell you what pressure is. Pressure is a Messerschmitt up your 
arse. Cricket is not.” 
 The late, great, Australian cricketer Keith Miller, when asked about the 

pressure of playing cricket. Miller was in the Air Force in World War II. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Wit 41 

 “Blessed are the cracked for they let in the light.” 
 Attributed by Andrew Denton to Spike Milligan, ‘Enough Rope’ 

program, ABC TV, 2/8/04. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Like a blind man in a room full of deaf people.” 
 Former US treasury secretary Paul O’Neill’s description of USA 

President George W Bush. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Dermott knows that much, he not only knows the name of the unknown 
soldier, he knows the name of the bloke who shot him.” 
 Former Hawthorn Australian Rules Football coach Allan Jeans, on 

Aussie Rules legendary player Dermott Brereton.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Not only is there no God, but try getting a plumber on the weekends.” 
 Woody Allen. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Time’s fun when you’re having flies.” 
 Kermit the Frog. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“The times I’m not sleepin’ / I’m just checkin’ my eyelids for cracks.” 
 Tony Joe White, song, “I Don’t Overdo It”. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“My face has been tucked in more times than a bedsheet at the Holiday 
Inn.” 
 Comedienne Joan Rivers, 72. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“That’d bring a tear to a glass eye.” 
 Commentator, First Cricket Test, Australia versus South Africa, when 

Boucher was hit in the crutch by a fast ball, 18/3/06. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 



Wit 42 

“Dr Jones at your cervix.” 
 Sign at a gynaecologist’s office. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



 

 
 
Note: some quotes attributed to Al Gore have also been attributed to Dan 
Quayle, and vice versa. 

 

WHIMSY 
  

Whacky, weird & wonderful words 



 

 



Whimsy 1 

"I've told the players we need to win so that I can have the cash to buy some 
new ones. 

Chris Turner, Peterborough (soccer) manager, before League Cup 
quarter-final, 1992. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"This is lap 54. After that it's 55, 56, 57, 58 . . ." 
 BBC's Murray Walker. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Human beings are human beings - they'll always be that way.” 
 Sir William Keys, 8.1.87. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“It would have been better if God or whatever had made waves break further 
out.” 
 Young son Stene (on surfing), 31.3.86. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“It's unlikely that they'll meet if their paths don't cross.” 
 (on trout and bass) ABC'S am radio programme, 1986. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Tell the Kraut to get his ass up front. We don't pay a million for a guy to 
hang around in defence." 

NY Cosmos executive, on the positioning of German soccer great Franz 
Beckenbauer.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Pain doesn't hurt - unless you feel it!” 
 Jack Gibson, rugby league coach commentating on Australia/New 

Zealand Rugby League Test, 21.7.87. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“As a Board we think that the program is satisfactory, so I can only say that 
the program is satisfactory as far as the Board is concerned.” 
 Fred Bennett, ACB Chairman, when asked if there were too many 

cricket matches in a season. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 2 

 “The chief problem of the lower income farmers is poverty.” 
 Nelson Rockefeller. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“The now being the present of course.” 
 Lionel Wisbey, ABC radio, 31.7.87. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Either the fog is lifting or the harbour bridge is sinking.” 
 2-Day FM radio, weather report, 11.6.87. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
B: "Who are you?" P: "I'm the greatest painter in Australia." B: "I'm the 
greatest painter in Australia." P:  "Where are your pictures?" B: "I haven't 
painted them yet." 
 Charles Blackman's first wife Barbara, describing her husband's early 

meeting with John Perceval, "Sunday" TV, 30/5/93. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Once I thought I was wrong, but I was mistaken." 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Well of course no evidence first hand did I see, as I wasn't there.” 
 Minister for Immigration, Chris Hurford, AM radio, 21.5.86. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I asked a Burmese why women, after centuries of following their men, now 
walk ahead. He said there were many unexploded land mines since the 
war." 
 Robert Mueller, American pianist, Look, March 5, 1957. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“"I've had a few alcoholic blackouts," Michelle said casually. "Well, are you 
doing anything about it?" "Yes, I'm taking pictures of everything, so I'll have 
a record of where I've been and what I've done." And with that, Michelle 
produced a camera and a flash went off.” 
 Book, You'll Never Eat Lunch In This Town Again, Julia Phillips. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 3 

 “I know that you believe you understand what you think I said, but I'm not 
sure you realise that what you heard is not what I meant.” 
 Richard Nixon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“I think he was standing there, cogitating his navel then, having a bit of a 
breather.” 
 Rex Mossop, Canterbury vs Souths, rugby league, 27.7.87. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“His limitations are limitless.” 
 Jack Gibson, on referee Gomersall, State of Origin rugby league match, 

17.5.88. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“This is what they call a partial sell-out.” 
 Jack Gibson, on the small crowd, State of Origin rugby league match, 

17.5.88. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
I am by nature a vulgar fellow . . . I delight in beef stews, limericks, 
burlesque shows, New York City, and the music of Haydn, that beery, 
delightful old rascal! I swear in the presence of old ladies and archdeacons. 
When the mercury is above ninety-five, I dine in my shirt sleeves and write 
poetry naked. 
 H L Mencken. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“The rocket ... suffered an attitude disruption ... it wobbled." 
 American official, on failed rocket launch. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“New Zealand have shown that they can lead from the front”. 
 Commentator, 1st Rugby Union Test, NZ vs Australia, 3.7.88. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I used to be critical of myself, but now I'm worse." 
 Attributed to Steffi Graf, tennis great, 11/9/92. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 4 

"In my view it was about 18 inches forward, which constitutes a forward 
pass." 
 Rex Mossop, Norths vs Manly, rugby league, 4.8.89. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The Pakistan innings began disastrously and then got worse." 
 TV commentator Richie Benaud after Pakistan, in their one-day match, 

were set 215 to win by the West Indies and collapsed to be all out for 81 
after 48 overs. They were 4 wickets for 9 runs early. Summer 1992. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If you can't be first, be peculiar." 
 Grandmother of Christopher, the great-great grandson of Charles 

Darwin; dyslexic; loony; former member of the Oxford Dangerous 
Sports Club; founder of the Aardvark Liberation Society, London 
Rickshaw Tours, the Dining Out Club and The Social Climbers 
expedition which dined (complete with dinner dress and candelabra) 
atop the 6768 m summit of Mt Huascaran, Peru, 1989. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"To hell with you. Offensive letter follows." 
 Irate citizen's telegram quoted by Lord Home, Britain's Foreign 

Secretary, Wall Street Journal, July 11, 1962. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Each Government department tended to operate on their own, 
independently of each other". 
 Kevin Waller, State Coroner and tautologist, ABC News, 5/12/91. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Most of his length is due to how far he hits the ball". 
 TV commentator, speaking of John Daly, 'Skins' Golf Tournament, 

2/92. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"26 runs to go, and only 7 balls. Mushtaq is going to have to take some 
risks." 
 Commentator, World Cup limited overs cricket match, Pakistan vs 

South Africa, 8 March 1992. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 5 

"I was saying the other day, how often the most vulnerable area for goalies is 
between their legs..." 

Andy Gray, Sky Sport, on soccer goalkeepers. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"High jump is an event that is very up and down." 
 TV commentator Jane Flemming, 29/8/91. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Let's see. They need 48 off 12 overs. That's a little over 3 an over." 
 ABC commentator, 29/12/91, closing stages of 2nd Cricket Test, 

Australia vs India. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Holding the ball in his hands, like his father." 
 Commentator, referring to Aaron Raper, Cronulla-Sutherland vs Manly, 

rugby league, 2/5/92. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"No. I'd say it's one third inside and three quarters outside work". 
 Lisa Hensley, Australian actress, when asked if most of the work on a 

recent film had been done outside; Hey! Hey! It's Saturday!, TV, 17 
April 1992. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"You can't classify spontaneity - it just happens." 
 Graham Shearer, photographer, Elle, NBN3 TV, 13/8/92. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Ding, dong, the witch is dead." 
 Entire speech made by master rugby league coach Jack Gibson after 

Parramatta, the unfashionable team from Sydney's west, won their first 
championship in 1981. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If you can't stand the heat in the dressing-room, get out of the kitchen." 

Terry Venables, soccer great and master of the mangled metaphor, 
Capital Gold. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 6 

"In the past I could resist anything but temptation." 
 Mark Mitchell, Australian comedian, 4/2/93. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I certainly would trust any random source of life before I would trust 
humans." 
 A scientist involved with the SETI program, which is searching all of the 

radio waves coming from outer space for indications of transmissions by 
intelligent life, when asked if we could necessarily trust any beings 
whose messages we encountered; TV, 2/6/93. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Did you like your present, Granny?" 
"Yes, I think so." 
"What do you mean, you 'think so'?" 
"Well, I haven't got my glasses." 
 Lara and Granny, on the latter's Name's Day, 9 May 1993. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Look at them - like so many mongrel dogs at a butcher's shop window. 
They're baying for blood. They want red meat." 
 (Over)excited commentator, second rugby union test, Australia and 

South Africa, 14/8/93. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Cosell was doing an interview; Ali was giving him a hard time; and finally 
Cosell accused him of being truculent. Ali just looked at him - and it was a 
wonderful moment - Ali looked Cosell right in the eye, and said, 'I don't 
know what truculent means, but if it's good, that's me." 
 John Condon, in book Muhammad Ali - His Life and Times, by Thomas 

Hauser. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It's now 1-1, an exact reversal of the score on Saturday."  

Radio 5 Live (British soccer). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"That's rubbing salt to injury."  

Ray Warren, League Sevens telecast, 5/2/93. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 7 

Commentators are discussing possible reasons why Plath, a Brisbane 
player, had been receiving first aid after a tackle. Finally a close-up shot 
reveals Plath with blood streaming down his face. 
Vautin:  "It could be the head." 
 Canterbury vs Brisbane rugby league final, 19/9/93 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Four an over will obviously give them about 200.” 
 Tony Greig, 2nd Final, World Series Cricket (in which 50 overs are 

bowled), Australia vs South Africa, Sydney, 23/1/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Questions always come before answers. Questions do not determine what 
the answer will be, but they do play a central role in shaping and 
constraining the kind of answer we will get." 
 Isabelle Stengers, Nobel Prize winning philosopher, in Introduction to 

The Universe is One, Paul Olivier. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I was big when I was little." 
 William Perry ("The Fridge"), 400 lb American Football player. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It doesn't matter where you go - there you are!" 
 From movie Mad Max III, Beyond Thunderdome. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"How's the shoulder?" 
"Fantastic" (sincerely, then, as an afterthought . . . ) "I'm having an operation 
next week." 
 Brisbane Broncos' lock Terry Matterson (who suffered a dislocated 

shoulder only three weeks previously) to an interviewer after Brisbane 
won the Rugby League Grand Final, 26/9/93. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He was their best player before he broke his leg. I'll go a step further - he 
was their best forward." 
 'Rabbits' Warren, on Canterbury player Simon Gillies, Canterbury vs 

Brisbane rugby league final, 19/9/93. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 8 

 “ . . . very narrowly long.” 
 Commentator, describing a shot called “out”, Fromberg vs McEnroe, 

Australian Tennis Open, 18/1/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"How can you be a nymphomaniac, and you've never had sex?" 
"I'm choosy." 
 From preview of a new movie Amateur, on SBS TV, 25/5/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“He’s one of those fellows . . . when his shirt’s in, you get the impression 
that it wants to be out. He’s a dope, but a really good fellow.” 
 Radio commentator on Richard Snell, 3rd Cricket Test, Australia vs 

South Africa, Adelaide, 29/1/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Paul Vautin: “What’s a double hernia?” 
Ray Warren: “I don’t know, but it sounds like it’s bigger than one.” 
 Brisbane vs Canterbury rugby league match, 11/2/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“On average, the world is Chinese.” 
 Movie, Love Child, SBS TV, 30/1/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If he's got anything up his sleeve, besides his arm, he'd better get his finger 
out." 
 Barry Sheens, commentator, on John Kozcinski, rider, Malaysian 500 

cc Motorcycle Grand Prix, 10/4/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If it goes down on Easter Friday, we won't be able to resurrect it till 
Monday." 
 Spokesman for Dial-A-Prayer, AM radio, 30/4/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“I’m not in favour of capital punishment . . . I think they should use torture.” 
 Mietek Rataj, 23/2/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 9 

"You won't be able to sit on uranium - firstly because it won't be right; 
secondly because it's wrong." 
 Former Queensland Premier, Sir Joh Bjelke Petersen, on the mining of 

uranium. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Mr Singh intends to pursue his interests, including corruption in public 
life . . . " 
 Newsreader, announcing resignation of P V (?) Singh from the Indian 

parliament, ABC FM radio news, 6/12/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Football today, it's like a game of chess. It's all about money."  

Newcastle United Fan, Radio 5 Live (British soccer). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I hope the future will come as soon as possible." 
 Gego, movie, Big Byte, SBS television, 28/4/94 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
" . . . the kick by Ricky Stuart, with precise accuracy." 
 Ray Warren, 2nd Rugby League Test, Australia vs Great Britain, 

6/11/94 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We don't mind people being a part of it, as long as that part of it is not the 
full 100%." 
 Ken Arthurson, Chief Executive of Australian Rugby League, 8/11/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"This is the start of a new beginning of continued change." 
 Former US President Ronald Reagan, with a tautological ‘double 

whammy’. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"My mother made corsets and brassieres to support the family." 
 David Geffen, Hollywood billionaire musical producer, TV interview 

20/11/94. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 10 

"I'm not a believer in luck .... but I do believe you need it."  
Alan Ball (British soccer). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The grouse are in no danger from the people who shoot grouse." 
 The Duke of Edinburgh, addressing conservationists. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We are sitting on a powder keg that could explode in our faces." 
 Archbishop Desmond Tutu on the South African situation. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"And there she is, the whole vast bulk of her." 
 British commentator describing the launch of a battleship, while 

cameras were trained on the Queen Mother. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I am here for visual effects and I have two of them . . . I mean nominations." 
 Buxom beauty Raquel Welch at an Oscars ceremony. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Millions of people who have never died before will be killed." 
 Star Trek's Captain Kirk, facing a new dilemma. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"They speak all the languages of the rainbow here." 
 Motor racing ace Jackie Stewart in Monaco. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"That's the carrot at the end of the rainbow." 
 League star Benny Elias, dreaming of a Kangaroo tour. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"This is a great day for France." 
 Former US President Richard Nixon, at the funeral of French leader 

Georges Pompidou. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 11 

"Nigel Mansell is the last person in the race apart from the five in front of 
him." 
 Motor racing commentator Murray Walker. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He seems to be favouring a groin injury at the top of his leg." 
 Rex Mossop, the master of tautology. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He has success with anything he can put his leg over." 
 ABC race caller Greg Miles describing a jockey. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"After the break a wildlife expert will show us a horny owl." 
 Johnny Carson on his own US television show. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He's making good forward progress." 
 Rex Mossop (of course). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The night before the fight, I was in a pub talking with some guy who said 
he was going to the fight. I asked, 'Did you get tickets already?' And he said, 
'Tickets? It's an insult for an Irishman to pay to see a fight.' I should have 
made a note of that, because the next day seven thousand people crashed 
the main gate, tore it down. Seven thousand got in for free. But it was a 
good fight." 
 Harold Conrad, on Ali's only fight in Ireland (against Al "Blue" Lewis), 

in book Muhammad Ali - His Life and Times, by Thomas Hauser. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"They've got a foot on either side of the barbed wire fence." 
 Former Queensland Premier Joh Bjelke Petersen. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We are now close enough to see Argentinians in their houses eating their 
dinner through binoculars." 
 Reporter Brian Hanrahan during the Falklands War. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 12 

Interviewer: "What do you desire most now that Charles has died, Madame 
de Gaulle?" 
Mme de Gaulle: "A penis." 
Interviewer: "A penis!" 
Mme de Gaulle: "Yes, a lifetime of ha-penis (happiness)." 
 TV documentary on the late French leader. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"These people are rogues, they are vermin on our streets. I don't incite to 
violence, I let them walk around safely, but let it be understood that this 
group of empty suits are not worthy of our consideration and are certainly 
not worthy of half a dollar." 
 Victorian Premier Jeff Kennett, describing the Victorian ALP. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"In Papua-New Guinea the trade unions can put in claims until they are 
black in the face." 
 Statement in the Australian Parliament by Kim Beazley, Labor - WA, 

September 1970, quoted in book The Hansard Papers, Michael Guy. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The batsman's Holding, the bowler's Willey." 
 BBC cricket commentator Brian Johnston as Michael Holding faced 

Peter Willey. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Every time I run into you, you want me to have sex education." 
 Former Queensland Premier, Sir Joh Bjelke Petersen, to an ardent 

female reporter. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Demonstrations have taken place by Catholics whose freedom of expression 
has been circumcised, I mean circumscribed." 
 Adlai Stevenson on US radio. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Merseyside derbies usually last 90 minutes and I'm sure today's won't be 
any different." 

Trevor Brooking (British soccer). 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 13 

"It's got height; it's got elevation." 
 Rex Mossop, going over the top, describing a field goal attempt. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Jimmy Connors' wife is expecting a baby and there was some doubt about 
his entry." 
 British sports commentator confirming the Wimbledon line-up. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"President Carter has haemorrhoids and is being treated by his physician, 
William Lookass - I'm sorry, Lukash." 
 American television news reader. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
" When I look at the state of English cricket, I want to weep ...  It went like 
this: bowler takes wicket, fielder rushed up and the two of them leap into 
the air thrusting their chests at each other. If anyone had rushed up to me 
brandishing his thumb, chest or any other part of his anatomy, I would have 
punched his lights out." 
 Ian Botham, from his biography. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"No mortal should be compared to God, not even me." 
 Former Queensland Premier, Sir Joh Bjelke Petersen, conceding that 

even he is human. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"There are more crimes in Britain now due to the huge rise in the crime 
rate." 
 Former British Labour leader Neil Kinnock. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The Queen's gone round the bend." 
 Radio commentary on a royal parade. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Princess Margaret is radiant in an off-the-hat face." 
 BBC radio commentary. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 14 

"You are the great people of the Government of Israel." 
 Former US President Gerald Ford at a White House reception . . . for 

Egyptian politicians. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Let me recapitulate backwards to what happened previously." 
 That master of the English language Rex Mossop, with a tautological 

triple whammy.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I don't want to sound incredulous, but I don't believe it." 
 Rex Mossop, at his logic-defying best. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It looks a bit slower in slow motion." 
 ABC commentator Warren Boland. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The President returned today looking fanned and tit." 
 US radio presenter Walter Kronkite. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Why call your baby Arthur? Every Tom, Dick and Harry is called Arthur." 
 American film producer Sam Goldwyn. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Dumbarton player Steve McCahill has limped off with a badly cut forehead." 

Tom Ferrie (British soccer). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We have film of astronauts' breakfast which should be coming up soon." 
 American news presenter during a story on a space mission. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Ridge has got to have knee recapitulation . . . or whatever it is." 
 Rugby league commentator Rex Mossop. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 15 

"Every Prime Minister should have a Willie." 
 Former British PM Margaret Thatcher referring to her able assistant 

Lord William Whitelaw. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He who throws mud, loses ground." 
 Statement in the Australian Parliament by Albert Grassby, Labor - 

NSW, April 1971, quoted in book The Hansard Papers, Michael Guy. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"And Arsenal now have plenty of time to dictate the last few seconds." 

Peter Jones (British soccer). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We're a year nearer the election than we were this time last year." 
 BBC political commentator. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"There's a lot of uncharted waters in space." 
 Former US vice-president Dan Quayle. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I've never seen him live in the flesh." 
 Rex Mossop. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"But surely, by demystifying Macbeth, you're taking the mystery out of it?" 
 British film critic Barry Norman. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"She's one player who has always been conscious of wind on the centre 
Court." 
 Dan Maskell, Britain's voice of tennis. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"This pentathlon. What are the seven sports?" 
 Fatty Vautin, interviewing pentathlete Nicole Andronicus. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 16 

Sophie: "I just live from day to day myself." 
Johnny: "I tend to skip a day now and then, you know what I mean." 
 Movie, Naked. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Australia is bankrupt - it's even worse than that." 
 Former Queensland Premier, Sir Joh Bjelke Petersen, to former PM 

Malcolm Fraser, on the state of the economy. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I have no scruples. The good things we publicise, the bad we hide." 
 Brazilian Economy Minister Rubens Ricupero in a "pre-broadcast" chat 

with a reporter that went unexpectedly live to air. He resigned. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I can't really remember the names of the clubs we went to." 
 Orlando Magic basketball star Shaquille O'Neill, when asked if he 

visited the Parthenon during a tour of Greece. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"She can be warm and loving but as cold as a mackerel. Sometimes you'll go 
to bed with a warm and loving person and wake up with a fish . . . She's a 
wonderful woman and I can't say a bad thing about her." 
 Jim Byrnes on his separated singer wife Jackie Love.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It would be easy to say 'bring the team home'. But we don't want this 
spineless, gutless bunch of no-hopers masquerading as an England cricket 
team coming back here. Let's leave the uninspiring captain Atherton, his 
miserable third rate side and inept manager Keith Fletcher to rot in Oz. This 
lot are a humiliating disgrace to the name of a game once graced by the 
likes of Laker, Cowdrey and Peter May." 
 English newspaper, The Sun, after England easily lost the Second 

Cricket Test against Australia. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"They have different muscles that react in different ways." 
 Jack Nicklaus, when asked to explain why it seemed that blacks were 

not as good as whites at golf. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 17 

"As long as it's hot and wet and goes down the right way, it's fine with me." 
 The Duchess of York, on tea. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We could have pilots undergo a crash course of three months." 
 Statement in the Australian Parliament by Senator Thomas Drake-

Brockman, April 1970, quoted in book The Hansard Papers, Michael 
Guy. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"You may not know my work but I've seen all your movies." 
 Former Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev, to Paul Newman after an 

unplanned meeting in a hotel lobby. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Well, apart from shaggin' the missus. Comes second to that I suppose." 
 Rod Stewart, who had confessed to a mania for model railways, when 

asked by a reporter for The Australian magazine if his railway was his 
main hobby. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"My only complaint about having a father in fashion is that every time I go to 
bed with a guy, I have to look at my dad's name all over his underwear." 
 Marci Klein, daughter of fashion emperor Calvin. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He has some sort of array about him - you know." 
 Interviewee on ABC AM radio, on the Pope's visit, referring to his 

nimbus, not his retinue, January 1995. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"With a hole-in-one, it's very difficult to lose the hole." 
 European Ryder Cup golfer Constantino Rocco. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Might be playing on that one day. You never know in this game." 
 Commentator Richie Benaud, Australia vs England One Day Cricket 

Match, when camera moved to a close up of the full moon, 12/1/95. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 18 

"I didn't marry my husband for his money. I love him so much." 
 26-year-old Playboy and Penthouse model, when cynics suggested that 

she married 89-year-old Texas oil billionaire Howard Marshall II for his 
money. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The rain . . . is threatening to clear." 
 Commentator, Carlton versus Geelong Grand Final, Australian Rules, 

30/9/95. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Newcastle, of course, unbeaten in their last five wins."  

Brian Moore (British soccer). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Club Manager: "You don't judge a book by its cover, you know." 
Doorman: "I do. I can't read." 
 SBS movie No Surrender, 28/1/95. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Anybody who has a pain killer is virtually eliminating the pain." 
 Manly rugby league football coach, making the subject painfully 

obvious, Sunday Telegraph, 17/9/95. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The majority of Australians is in favour of a Republic, and an equal number 
see it as inevitable." 
 Paul Keating, Australian Prime Minister, News, 8/6/95. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We're a mixture of youth and the young guys." 
 34 year old Cliffie Lyons, trying to explain the reasons for the Manly 

rugby league team's success, 21/7/95. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"What makes this game so delightful is that when both teams get the ball 
they are attacking their opponent’s goal." 

Jimmy Hill (British soccer). 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 19 

"I couldn't lie straight in bed." 
 Derryn Hinch, explaining why he couldn't take money for indirect 

product endorsement, and probably meaning 'I couldn't sleep at night', 
A Current Affair, TV, 30/6/95. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He's not a gifty-jewellery person. He'll buy you a car, he'll get your house 
painted, or you'll come back and your garage will be de-spidered." 
 Actress Brooke Shields, about her hopelessly romantic tennis star 

partner, André Agassi, 1995.   

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"This bid is uninvited, unnecessary, unwanted, unspectacular, and my 
rejection is unequivocal." 
 Sunraysia Television Ltd's major shareholder, Eva Presser, less than 

impressed with Kerry Stokes' offer for her Channel 9 Perth network. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Between you and I, I'll let you into a secret that only me and a few others 
know." 
 Driving the "first person, singular" into a bunker, golf segment, Wide 

World of Sport, TV, 1/10/95. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Strangely, in slow motion replay, the ball seemed to hang in the air for 
even longer." 

David Acfield (British soccer). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"This guy doesn't mean anything. I pay him so that people don't think Steffi 
is a lesbian." 
 Peter Graf, on his daughter's relationship with race car driver Michael 

Bartels. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"(He's got) an eye like a dead fish." 
 Cricket commentator Ian Chappell, apparently commending Mark 

Waugh for the six he hit calmly off leg spinner Mushtaq, 3rd Test, 
Sydney, 3/12/95. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 20 

"If money is so evil, why aren't people smoking it?" 
 Anon, 30/12/95. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Every time I've finished second, someone has always been ahead of me." 
 Golfer Brad Bryant, after winning the Walt Disney World Classic. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Trample the weak - hurdle the dead." 
 Motto attributed to American promoters of Rugby Union. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"My car has blown up, the cat's had kittens, the kids have the flu and the 
chooks are dying. You'll just have to wait for the bloody return." 
 Explanation to the Tax Office for a late return, quoted in Daily 

Telegraph, 14 October 1995. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Drinks are being taken now. They can either take them off the tray or look 
up to the skies." 
 Richie Benaud, as rain threatened, 2nd Cricket Test, Sri Lanka v 

Australia, 26/1/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I could go and give Essendon 100%, but it wouldn't be the equivalent 100% 
that I would give Hawthorn." 
 Paul Salmon, showing that Australian Rules football works in a 

different mathematical environment, 1994. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The abdomen, the chest, and the brain will forever be shut from the 
intrusion of the wise and humane surgeon." 
 Sir John Eric Ericksen, British surgeon, appointed Surgeon 

Extraordinary to Queen Victoria, 1873. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We don't like their sound, and guitar music is on the way out." 
 Decca Recording Co., rejecting the Beatles, 1962. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 21 

Never lend books, for no one ever returns them; the only books I have in my 
library are books that other folks have lent me.  
 Anatole France (1844-1924). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I was working in a gym in Florida. Ali came in, walked over to me with a 
briefcase in his hand, and said, 'George Foreman, I'm Muhammad Ali.' My 
knees were shaking; that's how proud I was to meet him. Then he said, 'I'm 
gonna show you something that will blow your mind. Don't tell nobody, but 
when you get to be champ, you'll have something like this.' And he sort of 
motioned me to the side, to a place where no one else in the gym could see 
us. He was pointing to his briefcase, and I said to myself, 'He's gonna open it 
up, and there's gonna be thousands of dollars inside.' And sure enough, he 
opened the briefcase. And inside, there was a telephone. He said, 'Man, 
what do you think of that?' And what I thought was, I love him, but this guy 
is crazy." 
 George Foreman, describing the first time he met Ali, in book 

Muhammad Ali - His Life and Times, by Thomas Hauser. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"You know that little indestructible black box that is used on planes - why 
can't they make the whole plane out of the same stuff?" 
 The Penguin Book of Jokes From Cyberspace, Phillip Adams & Patrice 

Newell. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I don't take much notice of a birthday - it tells you when they were born, 
but not how old they are." 
 Essendon Australian Rules football coach Kevin Sheedy. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"That's adding salt to injury!" 
 An excited and confused Ray Warren, after Penrith converted the try 

that took them to a score of 20-8 over Souths, rugby league, 2/6/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Swiss voters replied "No" when asked if they approved of smoking while 
praying. They answered "Yes" when asked if they approved of praying while 
smoking. 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 22 

What I said to them at half time would be unprintable on the radio. 
Gerry Francis (British soccer). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Another few ounces of timing and it might have gone to the boundary." 
 Excited commentator describing a shot, 1st Cricket Test, Australia 

versus Sri Lanka, 26/12/95 (and probably meaning that it would have 
reached the boundary if the distance had been a few ounces less). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Football is not a matter of life or death. It's much more important than 
that". 
 Bill Shankley, Manager of Liverpool Football Club from 1959 to 1974. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I think there is a world market for maybe five computers." 
 Thomas Watson, Chairman of IBM, 1943. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It's just a race - but what a race". 
 One of the "Oarsome Foursome", after those Australian rowers won the 

coxless fours for the second straight time, Atlanta Olympics, 1996. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Anyone'd think I'd won the bloody thing." 
 Cathy Freeman, responding to the effusive congratulations of an 

interviewer, after her silver medal run in the 400 m track event, Atlanta 
Olympics, July 1996. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We need to have a common consensus between all of us." 
 Judy, a hippie living in a teepee, with meagre worldly possessions but 

considerable tautological riches, A Current Affair, 12/8/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"My pursuit is to be as perfect as possible". 
 Olympic Games 100 m Men's Sprint gold medallist, Canada's Donovan 

Bailey, not content with partial perfection, 1996. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 23 

"Computers in the future may weigh no more than 1.5 tons." 
 Popular Mechanics, forecasting the relentless march of science, 1949. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Four straight wins in their last four matches." 
 Rugby league commentator on Brisbane, at their clash with Wests, 

10/8/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I'm just glad it'll be Clark Gable who's falling on his face and not Gary 
Cooper." 
 Gary Cooper, on his decision not to take the leading role in Gone With 

The Wind. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"There is no reason anyone would want a computer in their home." 
 Ken Olson, President, Chairman and Founder of Digital Equipment 

Corp., 1977. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Who the hell wants to hear actors talk?" 
 H M Warner, Warner Brothers, 1927. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I didn't know where anyone was. I just ran my little black butt off." 
 Cathy Freeman, when asked if she knew where the winner was during 

her silver medal run in the 400 m track event, Atlanta Olympics, July 
1996. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
" . . . our domestic, internal affairs here." 
 Independent MP Pauline Hanson, offering a tautological gem, Channel 

9 News, 27/11/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I'm doing anything, so that I don't have to do something." 
 Hero in The Life and Extraordinary Adventures of Private Ivan Chonkin, 

SBS TV (Russian) movie, 23/1/97. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 24 

"Heavier than air flying machines are impossible." 
 Lord Kelvin, President, Royal Society, 1895. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I think it's bullshit about diet. On the morning of a game, I just opened the 
fridge and ate whatever was in there. If it was dead, I ate it." 
 Former Australian Rules footballer Kevin "Cowboy" Neale, in video "Wild 

Men of Footy". 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"How do you stay alive till 100 Ted?" 
"Don't die. That's all I know." 
 Interchange between Ray Martin and Ted Matthews, 100 years old and 

the last remaining Gallipoli digger, A Current Affair, TV, 8/11/96  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
If there weren't such a thing as football, we'd all be frustrated footballers. 

Mick Lyons (British soccer). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"That's the way it goes, but sometimes it goes the other way too." 
 Movie True Romance, Channel 7, 22/11/96. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I can resist everything except temptation." 
 Oscar Wilde. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Sign on a "specials" basket of shoes in an Ndola, Zambia shoe shop: "Buy 
one, get one free." 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
The Manager of the Australian Collins Submarine Project is Hans Ohff. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Stocks have reached what looks like a permanently high plateau." 
 Irving Fisher, Professor of Economics, Yale University, 1929. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 25 

The name of an American swimming coach: Izzy Real! 
 

-------------õ------------- 
 

"Just hard work. Gave up the grog . . . whatever.' 
 Dale Millard, father and trainer of 1997 Stawell Gift (professional 

footrace) winner Daniel Millard, when asked after the race to what he 
attributed his son's win. Daniel was the front marker, off a handicap of 
ten and three-quarter yards, and won the 120 yards event in 11.98 
seconds, winning a cheque for $30,000 and a silver tea service. His 
great grandfather W J (Bill) Millard won the first Stawell Gift in 1878, 
off 3 yards, for which he received a pig and 20 sovereigns. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If someone who'd never heard the blues asked you to describe the blues, 
what would you say to him?" 
"I wouldn't talk to him if he'd never heard the blues." 
 Interchange between ‘Count’ Paul Grabowsky and John Lee Hooker, 

ABC TV, 6/4/97. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Locals are embracing themselves for the worst." 
 ABC News report on the floods at Charleville, 3/2/97. Love conquers 

all. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Walking on water wasn't built in a day." 
 Attributed to Jack Kerouac by Allen Ginsberg in video The Life and 

Times of Allen Ginsberg. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
" ... and he stepped back, out of the marvellous as he had known it." 
 Lightenings, Seamus Heaney. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It hung in the air forever. It was surreal. I don't know what 'surreal' means. 
But I heard someone say it once on TV, and it sounded smart. So this was 
surreal." 
 Charles Barkley, of the Houston Rockets basketball team, about a 

match-winning three-point shot by team mate Eddie Johnson. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 26 

"The tag 'cheat' - how do you deal with that?" 
"Easy. I don't give a shit." 
 Interchange between interviewer and disgraced 100 m sprinter Ben 

Johnson, TV, 4/6/97. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"This 'telephone' has too many shortcomings to be seriously considered as a 
means of communication. The device is inherently of no value to us." 
 Western Union internal memo, 1876. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
The Chief Executive of Sydney Harbour Casino Ltd is Neil Gamble. 
 2/11/97. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"They've only won 6 from 60 meetings, so I suppose that gives them about a 
10% chance." 
 Commentator, Chile versus Brazil, World Soccer Cup 1998. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He came into cricket a total rabbit and now he's just a rabbit." 
 British commentator, as Australia's Glenn McGrath came to the wicket, 

4th Cricket Test, 27/7/97, ABC Radio. Translation: “He used to be a 
totally hopeless batsman and now he’s just hopeless.” 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
He's one of those footballers whose brains are in his head. 

Derek Johnstone - BBC TV Scotland, 1994. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Mentally thinking 'It's not that far.'" 
 Darryl Eastlake, master of the overstatement, commentating on the 

women's event in the Oceanman surf promotion, Bondi beach, 
21/9/97. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"When you're young you're ten feet tall and bullet-proof." 
 Kieren Perkins, A Current Affair, TV, 16/10/97. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"Sometimes you might have a booger hanging out of your nose when you're 
running out of the surf, your cossie might be up your bum, but you can't 
worry about it. Pretend no-one's watching and do what you've got to do 
well." 
 Aussie ironwoman supreme, Karla Gilbert. 'Onya Carla!' 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The debate on the republic has degenerated into a vicious ugly argument 
conducted by rabid packs of overeducated opportunists, grant-funded 
bludgers, pseudo academics, and professional ethnics of all races - all of 
them scavenging like frothing hyenas to take over this country which the 
Japanese couldn't do in 1942." 
 The RSL's inimitable Bruce Ruxton, on the Republic debate in 

Australia, Financial Review, 3/7/97. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"You can call me 'chairperson'. I have no sex when I'm in this chair." 
 Joan Childs, Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Australian 

Parliament, when asked if she wished to be referred to as 'chairman' or 
'chairperson'. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"When I turned 80 I thought I'd better do something, because I didn't want 
to grow old." 
 John Alroy, 92, gold medallist in walking at the Masters' Games in 

Canberra. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I shit me dacks." 
 Amongst the comments of "Great view . . exciting . . " in the Visitor's 

Book at the Gloucester Tree, Pemberton, Western Australia. This very 
tall tree can be climbed using steel spikes driven into the trunk. 
Translation: ‘I defecated in my trousers’. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Permantly holding a can of beer in their hand like a flag, and in an orgy of 
tattoos, their vulgar singing and their bellies exposed to the sun, they 
presented themselves to the unsuspecting tourists, like splashes of vomit on 
the historical beauty of one of the most beautiful cities in the world." 
 Italian newspaper Gazzetta dello Sport, on English soccer hooligans. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"I'm just a pawn in the sandwich." 
 Western Suburbs rugby league player Harvey Howard. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If we played like that every week we wouldn't be so inconsistent." 
 Bryan Robson, Manchester United soccer team, 1990. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Space is almost infinite. As a matter of fact, we think it is infinite." 
 Former US Vice President Dan Quayle. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
The crowd think that Todd handled the ball .... they must have seen 
something that nobody else did. 

Barry Davies (British soccer), 1975. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"There is a lot of swearing in your films. Do you swear like that in private?" 
"All the f****** time!" 
 Actor Samuel Jackson, responding to a question from Peter Sterling, 

The Footy Show, TV, 19/3/98. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It was difficult, but it wasn't that hard. 
 Cricket commentator Bill Lawry, on a dropped catch. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Playing 'bop' is like playing scrabble with all the vowels missing." 
 Duke Ellington. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Scarry." 
 Comment in the Visitor's Book, Albany Gaol, Western Australia. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"a.) I'm being paid well, and 2.) It's the only thing I know how to do well." 
 Joe Bugner, explaining why he is still boxing in his 40s 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 29 

"Some day they're gonna write a blues song just for fighters. It'll be for slow 
guitar, soft trumpet, and a bell." 
 Former world heavyweight boxing champion Sonny Liston. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"A lost sock in the laundromat of life." 
 A description of David Oldfield, One Nation political party Pauline 

Hanson's "Svengali", by a former boss. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I'm in better shape now than when I was 100." 
 American Ben Lavinson, a 103-year old competitor in the shot put at 

the World Masters Games in Oregon.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He's courageous, bold and all the other expletives." 
 Channel 9 swimming commentator Ray Warren, Commonwealth 

Games, 1998.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The last third seemed longer than the first three-quarters." 
 Australian distance swimming champion Grant Robinson, explaining 

how he faded to finish out of a place, after leading early, in the Open 
Water 25 km Swim, World Swimming Championships, Perth, 11/1/98. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If my brother was alive he was dead-set against it." 
 Heard on radio while on phone on hold, 15/10/98. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I was going to say it's torrential, but it's heavier than that." 
 Radio commentator, describing the conditions, Newcastle versus 

Balmain rugby league match, 16/8/98. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Brian, I even miss the injuries!" 
 Rugby League legend Rex Mossop's reply to comedian Brian Doyle's 

question "Do you miss Rugby League?" 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 30 

"We're not prejudiced, but we don't want a Jew and a Muslim talking to our 
children." 
 A group of Christian fundamentalists, to Muhammad Ali and his 

(Jewish) biographer Thomas Hauser, when the latter toured the 
American south, promoting racial and religious tolerance. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
I can see the carrot at the end of the tunnel. 

Stuart Pearce, (British soccer), 1992. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"This match will be shown on Match Of The Day this evening. If you don't 
want to know the result, look away now as we show you Tony Adams lifting 
up the cup for Arsenal." 
 Steve Rider on BBC1, 1998.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We'd like time to adjust to this new level playing field, but we've been 
thrown in at the deep end!" 
 Disgruntled Watchem pig farmer and metaphor mixer, concerned about 

lack of Australian Government protection against Canadian pork 
imports, 5/98. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Play in the Second Test resumed an hour ago. In fact, nearly precisely an 
hour ago." 
 Radio station 2UE's John Gibbs.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Usually, the doctors check a fighter's heart, but with Larry and me they're 
just going to see if we have a pulse." 
 George Foreman, about to turn 50, on his upcoming fight with 48-year-

old Larry Holmes.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"With elephants, they can stand alongside a gum tree and you can walk 
right past them and you wouldn't know they were there." 
 Perry Bros Circus owner Lorraine Maynard on their difficulty in finding 

Ginny, the 1.5 tonne elephant who went missing in central Victoria. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"For me, running for days gets to be too dull. So I like to jog and juggle at 
the same time. I'm a joggler."  
 Keith Baker, competitor in the Marathon des Sables, a race of 230 km 

over seven days, in 50°C Sahara Desert heat, with competitors carrying 
everything but water in backpacks (and paying $5000 to enter). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
 [Final paragraph in the book] "My main goal now is helping people and 
preparing for the hereafter. I'm working harder now than I ever worked in 
boxing. When I was in boxing, I used to get up at six o'clock in the morning 
to run. Now I'm up at five o'clock, praying, signing pamphlets, and reading 
the Qur'an. I'm not looking to be idolised. Maybe I was great in the ring, but 
outside of boxing, I'm just a brother like other people. I want to live a good 
life, serve God, help everybody that I can. And one more thing. I'm still 
gonna find out who stole my bike when I was twelve years old in Louisville, 
and I'm still gonna whup him. That was a good bike." 
 Muhammad Ali in book Muhammad Ali - His Life and Times, by 

Thomas Hauser. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It was half horizontal and half vertical - a diagonal shot I suppose." 
 Radio commentator and former Test bowler Geoff ("Henry") Lawson, 

describing a shot by Mark Waugh, 5th Cricket Test, Australia versus 
England, Sydney, 2/1/99. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I've apologised and it won't happen again." 
 Keith Closs of the Los Angeles Clippers basketball team after missing 

training because he attended the funeral of his grandmother and 
cousin.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"An irritating adolescent who was a schizophrenic, asexual, cross-dressing 
heretic as well as a war-mongering fundamentalist fanatic." 
 Description of the lady in "Joan of Arc: The Truth?", SBS television, 

3/2/99. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Melancholia is no laughing matter." 
 Movie, Yvonne's Perfume, SBS television, 4/2/99. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"The ACTU is not interested in industrial confrontation." 
 Jenny George, President ACTU (with tongue in cheek?), ABC Radio 

News, 24/2/99. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Getting your first serve in is a great way to avoid double faults." 
 John Fitzgerald, commentating for Channel 7 at the 1999 Australian 

Tennis Open. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The similarities between me and my father are different."  
 Dale Berra, son of Yogi (and also a baseball manager). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We're going to turn this team around 360 degrees." 
 Jason Kidd, upon his drafting to the Dallas Mavericks basketball team. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Left wing socialist femmo Nazis." 
 Description of the Democrats, by David Oldfield of the One Nation 

party, 10 News, 27/1/99. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"America is the only country I know that went from primitive to decadent, 
without becoming civilised." 
 Attributed by George Knox to the General Manager of Selfridges, 

9/3/99. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If we keep getting good results, we've got a great opportunity to be 
successful." 
 Manager of Chelsea soccer team, Gianluca Vialli   

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
When I first met my wife, I said "Do you drink beer?" She said "Yes." So I 
said "Good, What's your name?" 
 Successful American brewer (in Australia) Dr Charles Hahn, Newcastle 

Business Club, 9/3/99. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"It will hang around his neck, like an albatross." 
 Simon Crean, on Peter Costello and the GST, ABC radio, 7/12/98. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I think he's had a sensational opening 40 minutes." 
 An excited Gary Freeman, at the 29 minute 17 second mark of the 

rugby league game to open the Homebush (Sydney Olympics) stadium, 
Knights versus Sea Eagles, Saturday 6 March 1999. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Jimmy Hill: Don't sit on the fence Terry, what chance do you think 
Germany has got of getting through? 
Terry Venables: I think it's fifty - fifty. 
 Cautious British soccer. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"What I thought was you run as fast as you can, put the pole in the box and 
try to lift your bum as high as you can." 
 Aussie world pole vault champion, Emma George, explaining the 

physics of her sport.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If anyone thinks they have understood my answer, then they must have 
misunderstood." 
 Dr Alan Greenspan, Chairman of the US Federal Reserve, at a 

Congressional Hearing. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We have two sets of brothers in opposing teams in opposition." 
 Peter Sterling, getting distinctly tautological, referring to the three 

Walker brothers (Brisbane) and the three Hughes brothers 
(Canterbury) playing rugby league against one another, 2/4/99. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"They told me it couldn't be done, 
And with a smile I went right to it. 

I tackled that thing that couldn't be done, 
And guess what - I couldn't do it!" 

Anon 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"When a mirror looks in a mirror what does it see." 
 Andy Warhol, creating a koan, when asked what he saw when he 

looked in the mirror.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"A set came thundering down. I turned and began paddling, hard. The wave 
lifted me, my board began to accelerate. Then I was on my feet, committed. 
You could have stacked two 18-wheel semis on top of each other against the 
face of that wave and still have had room left over to ride. My board howled 
like a goddam jet. I flew down the face, past the lip. When I got to the 
bottom, the son-of-a-bitch started to break in front of me. I hit the water so 
fast, it was like hitting concrete. Tons of whitewater exploded over me. It 
thrashed and rolled me beneath the surface; my lungs burned and I felt my 
eardrums were bursting. Finally released by the turbulence, I made it to the 
surface, gulped for air and looked outside. There was another monster 
heading my way. 
 Big-wave surfing legend Greg Noll, describing the 8 m wave with which 

he achieved immortality at Waimea Bay - the first surfer to ride the 
huge waves there.   

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We'll take a break after the break . . ." 
 Fatty Vautin, fumbling the ball, The Footy Show, TV, 11/4/99. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"This time last year Craig Greenhill was laying on a bed." 
 Fatty Vautin, maintaining the myth about humans and eggs, First 

State of Origin rugby league match, 26/5/99. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Yeah. I'm in good nick - for an old bag." 
 Lee Naylor, Australian female track athlete, World Athletic 

Championships, Seville, 23/8/99. Translated from the Australian: "Yes, 
I'm quite healthy for one of more mature years." 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Somewhere between 1 and 3." 
 Excited TV commentator at the 1999 Pan Pacific Swimming 

Championships, describing the approximate mid-race placing of the 
Australian swimmer who was coming second, 27/8/99. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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There's nobody fitter at his age, except maybe Raquel Welch. 
Ron Atkinson lauds Gordon Strachan, 39 (British soccer). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It ain't over 'til its over." and . . 
"When you come to a fork in the road, take it." and . . 
"I really didn't say everything I said." and . . 
"The ballparks have gotten too crowded. That's why nobody goes to see the 
game any more." 
 The eminent Italian-American poet laureate, and baseball Hall of Fame 

member, Lawrence Peter (Yogi) Berra. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The streets are safe in the city of Philadelphia; it's only the people that 
make them unsafe." 
 Former Philadelphia PA Mayor and Police Chief Frank Rizzo. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Your brain works faster than you think." 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"One of the all time best finishes in a Caulfield Cup - at least for a long 
time." 
 Excited commentator, Caulfield Cup (horse race), 16/10/99. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If I did that, I'd be sticking my head in a moose."  
 Samuel Goldwyn. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Half this game is 90 percent mental." 
 Danny Ozark, Philadelphia Phillies baseball team manager. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"You guys pair up in groups of three, then line up in a circle." 
 Bill Peterson, a Florida State football coach. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"Vautin: There he is - running, swaying, looking ... 
Sterling: ... pumping ... 
Warren: Oh, listen to him. He loves an adjective ending in '-ing'." 
 Commentators, mixing adjectives and adverbs, St George versus 

Sydney City, rugby league, 11/9/99. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Nobody in football should be called a genius. A genius is a guy like Norman 
Einstein." 
 American football commentator and former player Joe Theismann. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Love is good for footballers, as long as it is not at half-time. 

Richard Moller Nielsen, Denmark soccer coach. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
 "The president has kept all of the promises he intended to keep." 
 Clinton aide George Stephanopolous speaking on Larry King Live. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The loss of life will be irreplaceable." 
 Former US Vice-president Dan Quayle on the San Francisco 

earthquake. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"A verbal contract isn't worth the paper it's written on." 
 Samuel Goldwyn. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We are ready for an unforeseen event that may or may not occur." and . . 
"I was recently on a tour of Latin America, and the only regret I have was 
that I didn't study Latin harder in school so I could converse with those 
people." and . . 
"It isn't pollution that's harming the environment. It's the impurities in our 
air and water that are doing it." and . . 
"It's a question of whether we're going to go forward into the future, or past 
to the back." 
 Former US Vice-president Dan Quayle. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"The police are not here to create disorder, they're here to preserve 
disorder." 
 Former Chicago Mayor Daley, during the infamous 1968 convention. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I'll fight Lloyd Honerghan for nothing if the price is right." 
 Marlon Starling. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Smoking kills, and if you're killed, you've lost a very important part of your 
life." 
 Anti-smoking spokesperson and sage, Brooke Shields. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If you've seen one redwood tree, you've seen them all." 
 Forestry expert (and former US President) Ronald Reagan. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Listen, everyone is entitled to my opinion." 
 Singer and self adulator Madonna. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"China is a big country, inhabited by many Chinese." 
 Former French President Charles de Gaulle. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He was a man of great statue." 
 Boston Mayor Thomas Menino on former Mayor John Collins. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It's like an Alcatraz around my neck." 
 Boston Mayor Menino on the shortage of city parking spaces. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
I was about to say, before something far more interesting interrupted. 

John Motson, France v Bulgaria, soccer. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"I don't feel we did wrong in taking this great country away from them. 
There were great numbers of people who needed new land, and the Indians 
were selfishly trying to keep it for themselves." 
 Actor John Wayne. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"What a waste it is to lose one's mind. Or not to have a mind is being very 
wasteful. How true that is." 
 Former US Vice- president Dan Quayle at a fundraising event for the 

United Negro College Fund. He was attempting to quote the line "A 
mind is a terrible thing to waste." 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Do my eyes deceive me, or is Senna's Lotus sounding rough?" and . . 
"We now have exactly the same situation as we had at the start of the race, 
only exactly the opposite." and . . 
"Unless I'm very much mistaken . . . I am very much mistaken." and  . . 
"The lead car is absolutely unique, except for the one behind it which is 
identical." and . . 
"And there's no damage to the car . . . except to the car itself." and . . 
" . . and I interrupt myself to bring you this . ." and . . 
"Tambay's hopes, which were nil before, are now absolutely zero." 
 The inimitable Murray Walker. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We didn't underestimate them. They were just a lot better than we 
thought." 
 Bobby Robson (English soccer). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Fred Davis, the doyen of snooker, now 67 years of age and too old to get his 
leg over, prefers to use his left hand." 
 Ted Lowe, snooker commentator. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Sure there have been injuries and deaths in boxing - but none of them 
serious." 
 Alan Minter. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"I was in a no-win situation, so I'm glad that I won rather than lost." 
 Frank Bruno, boxer and deep thinker. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"There's going to be a real ding-dong when the bell goes." 
 David Coleman, commentator. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Watch the time - it gives you and indication of how fast they are running." 
 Ron Pickering. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The Queen's Park Oval, exactly as its name suggests - absolutely round." 
 Tony Cozier (cricket). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"A brain scan revealed that Andrew Caddick is not suffering from a stress 
fracture of the shin." 
 Jo Sheldon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"That's inches away from being millimetre perfect." 
 Ted Lowe (snooker). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If history repeats itself, I think we can expect the same thing again." 
 Terry Venables (soccer). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I can't tell who's leading - it's either Oxford or Cambridge." 
 John Snagge, calling the two-boat race. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"No." 
 Murray Mexted's reply (rugby union) to the query, 'Can you hear me, 

Murray?' 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 40 

"Andrew McLeod, in my opinion, is the best player in the AFL with balls 
below waist level." 
 Adelaide Australian Rules commentator Graham Cornes, referring to 

the Crows players ability to handle the football when it was low. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
If the players want to make it hard for me, I am happy to make it twice as 
hard for them. 

Wendy Toms, the first female referee to officiate in a British 
professional soccer game. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
I was shocked when I was first introduced to the fans because they brought 
out a sheep, cut its head off and then smeared blood over my forehead. 

Manchester United's Ronnie Johnsen on life with Besiktas, Turkey. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The Golden Rule: 'He who has the gold makes the rules.'" 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"You can reflect on your 15-year contribution to our nation's international 
women's hockey with enormous pride." 
 Australian Prime Minister John Howard, in a letter of thanks to Vicki 

Wilson, Australia's netball captain, after the team won the world title, 
10/99. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I want to assure you, I will try to make you pregnant immediately." 
 Warren Beatty, revealing his first pickup line to wife Annette Bening.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The press is a gang of cruel faggots. Journalism is not a profession or a 
trade. It is a cheap catch-all for f***offs and misfits - a false doorway to the 
backside of life, a filthy piss-ridden little hole nailed off by the building 
inspector, but just deep enough for a wino to curl up from the sidewalk and 
masturbate like a chimp in a zoo-cage." 
 Hunter S Thompson, being cautious and reflective on the merits of 

journalists, book Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"Everything that can be invented has been invented." 
 Charles H Duell, Commissioner, U S Office of Patents, 1899. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Valencia are all in orange." 
 Soccer commentator describing the uniforms, European Champions 

League final between Valencia and Real Madrid, both of Spain, 
25/5/00. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"There is madmen in the world and there are terror." (on the need for a 
strong defence) and 

"When I was coming up, it was a dangerous world, and we knew exactly who 
the 'they' were. It was us versus them. And it was clear who 'them' was ... 
today, we're not so sure who the 'they' are. But we know they're there." 
(again, on the need for a strong defence) and 

"If the terriers and bariffs (barriers and tarrifs) are torn down, this economy 
will grow!" (on trade) and 

"Put the 'off' button on." (on sex and violence on TV) and 

"If people can judge me on the company I keep, they would judge me with 
keeping really good company with Laura." (on his wife) and 

"If you're sick and tired of the politics of cynicism and polls and principles, 
come and join this campaign." (on 'Bush For President') and 

"Rarely is the question asked: is our children learning?" (on education) and 

"If you can't measure, if we're having to guess whether or not our children 
are learning, by the time it's too late we're going to find out that they're not, 
if they're not." (again, on education) and 

"This is preservation month. I appreciate preservation. It's what you do when 
you run for President. You've got to preserve." (at a school where the theme 
for the month was 'perseverance'). 
 The wisdom of (then) US Presidential candidate George W ('Dubya') 

Bush.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Some people say that I proved that if you get a C average, you can end up 
being successful in life." (to a fifth-grade student during a visit to a New 
Hampshire primary school) 
 More wisdom of (then) US Presidential candidate George W ('Dubya') 

Bush.  

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"I have had the opportunity on a number of occasions, which I have taken 
the opportunity to avail myself of ..." 
 Dr Brendan Nelson, verbose Liberal Party backbencher, 16/3/00. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I love it, but I don't want to get involved." 
 Lee Strasburg, looking out at the ocean, and being told by his friends 

"Lee come on, it's great, look at the waves! It's fantastic, come on in."  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"They forced us into a lot of unforced errors." 
 ACT (Australian Capital Territory) Brumbies rugby union coach Eddie 

Jones, explaining a loss to Auckland.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Four. That's what I want you to remember. If you don't get your idea across 
in the first four minutes you won't do it. Four sentences to a paragraph. 
Four letters to a word. The most important words in the English language all 
have four letters. Home. Love. Food. Land. Peace. I know peace has five 
letters but any damned fool knows it should have four." 
 President Lyndon Johnson, lecturing his speech writers on brevity. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Umpires are sacrilege." 
 Sports show panelist, TV, 30/4/00, speaking in support of umpires. 

Perhaps he meant sacrosanct? 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Hello Mum. It's Animal. Happy Mothers' Day" 
 Heavily tattoed bikie to his mother, by phone, on Channel 10 News, 

Mothers' Day, 14/5/00. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"The difference between the presence of a difference and the absence of a 
difference is precisely that incredible difference between reality and 
illusion." 
 The Universe is One, Paul Olivier. This is somehow evocative of Richard 

Nixon's: “I know that you believe you understand what you think I said, 
but I'm not sure you realise that what you heard is not what I meant.” 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 43 

"I would love to say I'm tired of finishing second, but if I finished third I 
would want to finish second." 
 Irish golfer Padraig Harrington.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"There is a battery of cameras, if that's the right adjective." 
 Ray Warren, commentating on the Canberra v Sydney City rugby 

league match, 9/7/00. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Your voice is too small and sounds like wind moving through the windows." 
 The first voice teacher of Caruso. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If English was good enough for Jesus Christ, then it's good enough for me." 
 Arkansas congressman to Joint National Committee on Language. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"When I get a little money I buy books; and if any is left I buy food and 
clothes." 
 Erasmus (compare with George Best: "I spent a lot of my money on 

booze, birds and fast cars. The rest I just squandered.") 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
It took a lot of bottle for Tony to own up. 

Ian Wright on the Arsenal soccer captain's confession to alcoholism. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"There was so much noise out there, I couldn't hear myself from four feet 
away." 
 Benny Elias, NSW Rugby League hooker, commenting on how it felt to 

be playing State Of Origin football at Lang Park, Queensland.   

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"My brothers have the biggest smiles on their faces, and they're not even 
drunk." 
 The inimitable and refreshingly honest Cathy Freeman, after winning 

the 400 m track gold medal, Sydney Olympics, 2000. 

 
-------------õ------------- 



Whimsy 44 

"And here's the favourite for the title. I saw her snatch this morning and it 
was amazing." 
 BBC commentator David Coleman, calling the women's weightlifting, 

Sydney 2000 Olympics  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It seems longer in slow motion." 
 Cricket commentator Bill Lawry, discussing the difference in pace of 

two bowlers.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"He can hang his head high." 
 Excited commentator, of Chinese gymnast, Olympic Games, Channel 7 

TV, 18/9/00. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It's not beyond the realms of impossibility." 
 Former test cricket all-rounder Greg Matthews, commenting on the 

West Indies' chances of beating Zimbabwe, 1/01.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"When I grow really small, into a tiny, tiny baby, I won't have my name." 
 Granddaughter Hannah, aged 2 years and 4 months, 8/2/01. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Brad and I got together for a few beers and we danced naked together for 
20 minutes or so, and realised we had things in common." 
 Madonna's husband Guy Ritchie.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Just because you're paranoid doesn't mean that someone isn't out to get 
you." 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"You've obviously got a beef in your bonnet about it." 
 Mal Meninga, coach of the Canberra Raiders rugby league football team 

to a TV reporter.  

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"He's got a reach advantage of a foot - that's a mile in boxing." and . . 
"He's won it in the nick of time - and I mean nick." 
 ABC radio commentator on Felix Savon, 2000 Olympic boxing gold 

medal bout, 30/9/00. Savon suffered a nasty cut under the eye 12 
seconds from the end of the bout. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"They got their money's worth, although they got in for free." 
 Australian women's cricket captain Belinda Clark on the Indian crowds 

which saw her team win the World Cup, 1998.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I just thought, 'We're doing well here. They're not attacking much.'" 
 The 'keeper for soccer club Workshop, Jamie Holmshaw, after all 

players (except him) left the field during heavy fog during a Unibond 
League match.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It's really simple things. It's rough being away from your dog for six 
months. That's rough stuff, man." 
 Actor Russell Crowe, explaining that he split with actress Meg Ryan 

"because of his unbreakable ties to the property he owns in northern 
NSW”. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"My sister's expecting a baby, and I don't know if I'm going to be an uncle or 
an aunt." 
 Chuck Nevitt , North Carolina State basketball player, explaining to 

Coach Jim Valvano why he appeared nervous at practice, 1982. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“If Sailor is the bus then MacDougall is the conductor. Everywhere he goes, 
MacDougall is on his hammer – like a drover’s dog.” 
 An excited commentator, Ray Warren, mixing metaphors, on the clash 

between the two rugby league wingers, Knights vs Broncos, 6/7/01. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"In 12 months time he could be a player of the future." 
 Rugby league coach Terry Lamb, 27/5/01. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “That’s the best place for him – down on terra cotta.” 
 Cricket commentator, as a cameraman lowered his cherry-picker perch 

to the ground, to avoid approaching rain, 4th Ashes cricket test, 
Australia vs England, 19/8/01. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“I hope I break even today. I need the money.” 
 An old desperate, getting off a bus at Aqueduct Raceway, New York, on 

a freezing day, with snow piled 20 feet high in the car park.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Have you got hair on your balls yet?” 
 Fan, during an interview between a group of excited fans and the 

schoolboy rock sensations silverchair, in the midst of all the usually 
inane questions that fans ask. From final episode of Long Way to The 
Top, NBN3 TV 09/01. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Now listen and listen carefully. I don’t know what to say.” 
 Joanne Lumley’s character in Dr. Willoughby (TV, 14/11/01) 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Religion – there’s a thin line between Saturday night and Sunday 
morning.” 
 Jimmy Buffet, Fruitcakes. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Are you any relation to your brother Marv?" 
 Basketball player Leon Wood to announcer Steve Albert. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It's almost like we have ESPN." 
 Magic Johnson, on how well he and James Worthy work together. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Tom." 
 Tom Nissalke, New coach of the NBA's Houston Rockets, when asked 

how he pronounced his name, 1966. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"I'll always be Number 1 to myself." 
 Moses Malone. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I'm going to graduate on time, no matter how long it takes." 
 Senior basketball player at the University of Pittsburgh. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
I want all the kids to do what I do, to look up to me. I want all the kids to 
copulate me. 
 Chicago Cubs outfielder Andre Dawson on being a role model. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Q:  If you could live forever, would you and why? 
A:  I would not live forever, because we should not live forever, because, if we 
were supposed to live forever, then we would live forever, but we cannot live 
forever, which is why I would not live forever. 
 Miss Alabama in the 1994 Miss USA contest. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“The sooner you get behind, the more time you have to catch up.” 
 Anon. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“She was like a man – only feminine.” 
 Trumpeter Harry ‘Sweets’ Edison on legendary jazz singer Billie 

Holiday. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Outside of the killings, Washington has one of the lowest crime rates in the 
country. 
 Mayor Marion Barry, Washington, D.C. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“McGrath is absolutely on heat here.” 
 Excited commentator, on Glen McGrath’s superb spell of bowling, and 

probably meaning ‘on fire’; one-day cricket match, Australia v South 
Africa, 22/1/02. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “Wine is the intellectual part of a meal, meats are merely the material part.” 
 Alexandre Dumas, French author. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“If sinbinable is a word – that’s what it was.” 
 Commentator, Sharks versus Bulldogs rugby league, 28/4/02.  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“I haven’t committed a crime. What I did was fail to comply with the law.” 
 David Dinkins, New York City Mayor, answering accusations that he 

failed to pay his taxes. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Everybody was saying we must have more leisure. Now they are 
complaining they are unemployed.” 
 “Let them eat cake!” Prince Philip, the man literally behind Queen 

Elizabeth, on the 1981 recession. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Strange cattle, women.” 
 Old Australian potato farmer, ultra-distance runner and philosopher, 

Cliff Young, pondering the female enigma. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Your food stamps will be stopped effective March 1992 because we received 
notice that you passed away. May God bless you. You may reapply if there is 
a change in your circumstances." 
 Department of Social Services, Greenville, South Carolina. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Whenever I watch TV and see those poor starving kids all over the world, I 
can’t help but cry. I mean, I’d love to be skinny like that, but not with all 
those flies and death and stuff.” 
 Songstress and humanitarian Mariah Carey. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"Traditionally, most of Australia's imports come from overseas." 
 Politician Kep Enderby. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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Interviewer: “Is it a hard life out here, Merv, when you’re blind?” 
Merv: “I don’t know. I’ve never been blind anywhere else.” 
 TV program, ‘A Current Affair’, 25/4/03, on a blind service station 

mechanic in a small, Australian outback town. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“She’s getting that forward movement that breaststrokers must do.” 
 Forbes Carlile on Tarnee White, 100 m breaststroke heat, 

Commonwealth Games, Manchester, 2/8/02. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"That lowdown scoundrel deserves to be kicked to death by a jackass, and 
I'm just the one to do it."  
 A congressional candidate in Texas. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“ … definitely, probably no …” 
 Ageing Rugby League star Alan Langer, when asked (following the third 

2002 State of Origin Game) if he’d be back next year. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“This bloke’s a complete cretin. They can’t be all like this.” 
 Barrister Colin Lovell QC, making an aside to journalists about 

Brisbane magistrate Bruce Zahner. After he learned of these remarks, 
Mr Zahner aborted the trial. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I've never had major knee surgery on any other part of my body.” 
 Winston Bennett, University of Kentucky basketball forward. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"If we don't succeed, we run the risk of failure." 
 Bill Clinton, President. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Football has a habit of surprising you when you least expect it.” 
 A touch of tautology, World Soccer Cup commentator, Italy versus 

South Korea, June 2002. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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"If somebody has a bad heart, they can plug this jack in at night as they go 
to bed and it will monitor their heart throughout the night. And the next 
morning, when they wake up dead, there'll be a record."  
 Mark S. Fowler, FCC Chairman. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"We don't necessarily discriminate. We simply exclude certain types of 
people." 
 Colonel Gerald Wellman, ROTC Instructor. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Me knickers went up me bum.” 
 English 400 m hurdler Natasha Danvers explaining her disappointing 

performance at the Commonwealth Games, 2002. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I love California. I practically grew up in Phoenix." 
 Dan Quayle. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"I was provided with additional input that was radically different from the 
truth. I assisted in furthering that version," 
 Colonel Oliver North, from his Iran-Contra testimony. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"It's no exaggeration to say that the undecideds could go one way or 
another." 
 George Bush, US President. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“It’s not sufficient – it’s not sufficient enough.” 
 Chris Handy, commentator, tautologically twisted, Australia versus 

Scotland, World Cup Rugby Union Quarter Final, 8/11/03. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“There’s one word for them – sheer class, Les.” 
 Co-host to Les Murray, describing Olympic Sharks win over Northern 

Spirit, soccer, SBS TV, 5/5/03.   

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “My concern is about charlatans and unscrupulous people working in this 
field.” 
 Catholic priest, being interviewed on the proposed repeal of witchcraft 

laws in Victoria, Australia. A case of the religious pot calling the anti-
religious kettle black? 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“If I could be any man, I’d be a pelican.” 
 David Rastovich (‘Rasta’), surfer, in book ‘Surfers’, by Matt Griggs. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“He hates giving a single away as much as a seagull hates losing a chip.” 
 TV commentator on Glen McGrath’s bowling, Australia versus Sri Lanka 

Test, Cairns, 11 July 2004. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“There’s a lot of meat left on the bone, if Canterbury have got the petrol – or 
the appetite.” 
 Ray Warren, temporarily mixing his metaphors in excitement, Dogs 

versus Roosters, Rugby League Final, 27/9/03. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“ … some dopey, hairy-backed sheila trying to dob him in across the other 
side of the world.” 
 Victorian cricket coach David Hookes, on South African Helen Cohen 

Alon, who accused cricket star Shane Warne of sending her salacious 
mobile telephone text messages, August 2003. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Inzamam’s had the kind of start you’d dream about – in a nightmarish sort 
of way.” 
 Richie Benaud, commentating on the Pakistan Vice-captain during the 

World Cricket Cup, 11/2/03. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“We’ve played a hell of a lot against them in recent years, and … they’ve 
played a hell of a lot against us in recent years.” 
 Lawrence Dallaglio, England Rugby Union captain, England versus 

Australia, 26/6/04. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “I don’t trust a woman who doesn’t trust women.” 
 Actor Cameron Diaz. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Some of my more illuminating conversations are with vegetables.” 
 Prince Charles (he’s a worry!). 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
"There are no knowns. There are things we know that we know. There are 
known unknowns - that is to say, there are things that we now know we 
don't know but there are also unknown unknowns. There are things we do 
not know we don't know," Mr Rumsfeld said. "So when we do the best we 
can and we pull all this information together, and we then say well that's 
basically what we see as the situation, that is really only the known knowns 
and the known unknowns. And each year we discover a few more of those 
unknown unknowns." 

The United States Defence Secretary, Donald Rumsfeld. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“I’d like to be a fly … in his brain.” 
 An excited by confused Matt Geyer, trying to fathom a decision by 

Gorden Tallis during play in the rugby league match Bulldogs versus 
Broncos, 2/5/04. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
Policeman: “When do you want my report?” 
Inspector: “Within 23 hours.” 
Policeman: “23 hours? Why not 24?” 
Inspector: “Because everyone says that.”  
 Movie, ‘Midnight Cop’. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“We need the death penalty to show that life is precious.” 
 Harry Connick Snr., New Orleans District Attorney  

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“I started out with nothing … and I’ve still got most of it left.” 
 Southern blues man, ‘Getaway’, Channel 3 TV, 13/5/04. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “Sand is over rated. It’s just small rocks.” 
 Jim Carrey’s character Joel, in movie, Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless 

Mind. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Even those that are playing without fault can make a mistake.” 
 Rugby league commentator Ray Warren, St George versus Brisbane, 9 

July 2004. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Weightlifters have been their strength.” 
 TV commentator Bruce McAvaney, speaking about Albania, Olympic 

Games Opening Ceremony, 13/8/04. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“I’ll go back to my nursing home, have a Mogodon, and go to sleep.” 
 Blind, 83 year old punter Allan Inglis, who won $500,000 on Racing To 

Win, the winner of the Doncaster Handicap, 17/4/06, when asked by 
an interviewer “What are you going to do now?”. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“It’s amazing how often direct hits can hit the stumps.” 
 Indian cricket commentator Harsha Bhogle on Australian batter Matt 

Hayden’s dismissal, 2nd innings, 1st Test, Australia versus India. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“I can’t include you in my daily prayers so I include you in my daily 
anxieties.” 
 An atheist friend, to successful author and war correspondent 

Geraldine Brooks, during her battle with breast cancer. As told to 
Andrew Denton, “Enough Rope”, ABC TV, 18/4/05. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“We saved our worst for last. But we’re not throwing the baby out with the 
bath water. We got caught with our pants down early when they were hot to 
trot. We were like rabbits in the headlights.” 
 English Rugby League coach Brian Noble, racking up clichés the way 

the Australian Kangaroos racked up points during the Final of the Tri-
Nations Test, England, 27/11/04. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “Roses are red, and violets are blue, I’m schizophrenic, and so am I.” 
 Spectator at Alternative Miss World competition, London, 2004. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“The players are the ones who play the game.” 
 Mark Williams, Port Adelaide Australian Rules football coach, 22/9/04. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Nothing feels as good as a nice snatch.” 
 Commentator, when the Welsh lifter hoisted 100 kg in the Snatch lift, 

Commonwealth Games, Melbourne, 2006. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Having lost sight of our objective, we doubled our effort.”  
 Anonymous 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Imagine if there were no hypothetical situations.” 
 John Mendoza. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“I was perpetually at square one and also at the destination.” 
 Palli, while in psychiatric care, in the movie “Angels of The Universe”. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Whoever wins is the best.” 
 Rubens Barichello, 23/9/05. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“Deep down I’m pretty superficial.” 
 Ava Gardner. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“They should have eight quarters up here, I think.” 
 Panthers rugby league start Preston Campbell, reflecting on the 

difficulties of playing in the extreme heat of Alice Springs. 

 
-------------õ------------- 
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 “Holland is our absolute favourite place, apart from when we are somewhere 
else.” 
 Rolling Stone Keith Richards. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 
“What’s another word for thesaurus?” 
 Steven Wright. 

 
-------------õ------------- 

 


